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Who are wimidſe the ſcorching flames of the fiery Trial. 


[. Jon. 111:13. Marvel not, my Brethren, if the World bateyo 
I. PET. xv: \2,13- Behold, think it not ſtrange , concerning. 


fiery trial, which is to try you, as if ſome firange thing hapnee 
you. But rejoice , &c. 
tl. Ty£5s. 4: 6. Seing #t 3s arighteous thing with God, tores 
der tribulation to them that trouble you, andto you, whe are trol 
ted reft with us, Oc. >, 
Luk. xv11t. 7» { tel you, that he will avenge them Feeds wy. 
PSAL. 21: 3,4,6. Let usbreake their bands aſunder. ---- "He 
that ſitteth in Heavens ſhall laugh. ---= Yet I have ſet my K 
pon my holy hill Zton... 
 PsAaL, cxxxrr: 18, , His Enemies will I clothe with ſhames 
wpon himſelf ſhall his Crown flouriſþ. 
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Wes , and louely Company in Scotland. whoare im great tribulation, 
* for the Word of God , and for the Teſtimony of Jeſus Chriſt; * 
and mare particularly, for his ſpecially endeared 
Friends , the Sufferers in the Weſt. 
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z Uch honoured , dearly beloved and Jonged forin'our Lord Jeſus Chrift 
aj Grace from the God of all grace, mercy fromthe Farther of mercies, who 
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at hey haye that no man roLe SHE crown » and to depart from thatagnquityy, which is the 
Ianquity Four time (adeparting from God ; and an oppoſition to Jeſus Chriſtih narure and 
gree,, 10 heightand hainouſnefſe,” of a tinRure and elevation, beyond ahd above what the 
artings- frem:God and _oppoſitions to his Son Jeſus Chriſt have been or were capable 6Fin 
Tine Mmes ) make rhemſelyesa prey 3 as is manifeſt in your cafe not to be paralleled , if 
verghed 1n an even ballance. 
z-Samſo much ſtzairned, how togive my ſhallow and confuſed thoughts a vent, while £ 
eo contribute my poor mite , Br alleying the bitterneſſe of your cup , and mitigating 
greatnefſe of your griefe ( knowing well how little proportion what ever I am able to ſay. 
the anguiſh of. your ſoul» becauſe of whag youare put ro ſuffer ) as the ſight of this 
ation , wherewith youare filled, puts me ro ſtruggle with my inclination}, ang ſtag- 
nein my reſolution to - x , aS{eeming rather to perſwade me, becauſe of the heayic= 
*of his hand upon you , fo fit alone and keep filence , then to open-my mouth , fince 


dying of wy-lipszgnnor aſſwage your griefe 5 yet affeQion ( which cafily procures a - 


wyerty and peuury , to offer ſuchasT bayc;and beſides, T hope, 
248%. 38 Se >; as ho the - 
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4 - your calamity on fire of hell , and rranſportedrbem (o farbeyond the limits and latirude oF *2 
£3 allrealon, Asifthe queſtion wereasked » Why doe theſe brathen rage > the anſwer behovedi@ 
| begiven}, nay» askethem notareaſon , for they are in rage againft the Lord, and againſt 
__._ anointed; Tay, while you are ſmothered with this ſmoak, & made black ,* yeryour face hal 
">= made to ſhine, and you put incaſe to lay, though we be black becauſe this ſun with ies a 
ing heat hath looked upon us; yet are we comely , becauſe the ſun of righteouſneſie wil 
= healing under his wings hath ariſen upon our ſoul, and under the ſhadow of his wings 
= . thincandſing, andare comforted. HE: _ 
| But to come more clolely to what I intend in theſe lines. Let me tell you, deare Friends, 
"Nothing can be mare effetual for working up the heart to a = remper ar all rimes» al 
_ more particularly in your preſent caſe, and for frameing a right the wayes of a Chriſtian, wh 
Ne he mult either go with the drove of thoſe, who depart from the living God, erexpole hin 
&. © felf for his adheſion rohim, andrelinguiſhing theſe workers of iniquity , yea oppoſing? 
*- _ their Chriſt-oppoſing courſes, toall the effects of their fury, than well to know, and Ol 
Bk confider , whar is the nature of that State and Condition, whereunto he iscalled asa'Cli 
> fiian; roknow what is hisrelation to Jeus Chriſt, who hath choſen him 3 and rothewa 
out of which heis choſen : this, if ſeriouſly and furab!ly pondered + would cerrainly cook 
feveriſh hears , and quench his thirſtings after the world , and would quicken his foul; al 
kindle'in his heart much hear and warmth vf love to Jeſus Chriſt ; it would Nablith] 
heart» Rtrenghten his hands, fortity againſt feire, and fourniſh him with whar'is Tullls 
cient for the patient ſuffering of the worlds hatred and malice at him z How wouldJ 
folid refleftian of his being choſen out of the world, ſweetly diſengage him from theencanghe# 
p ments ofthis world ; and as one. made pattaker of the divine nature, make him; ſo't 
©. andſomove, as his mindings Rot $s would make ic manifgf ſo is bels' 
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Vs roeriatdry Chiift , our having his bleſſed name called npaxuss \25 it ſuppoſerls an '_ -* 
- =. aflociatiop with him , ſoit obligeth to an afſimilation ro-him, in order to the fruition of hims 
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> >wWithout which we cinnever makeit appeare, that weare ſharers of that nn&ion , which is -- 
2 IN of that bleſſed name called upon us. - There are few, Alas! amongſt rhe many 
> > Profeflors of Religion, and prexenders to Chriſtianity, who ſtudy to know the excellency of 
> thatſlate, -the ſpecial comforts and the proper duties thereof , and the cloſeneſle of tharcon- 
E .-nexion which isamongſt theſe. O! it muſt be an excellentſtate, which imports union with 
E: 2 Jeſus Chriſt. He that is joined to the Lord is one Spirit , ſaith the holy Ghoſt, And what muſt 
© . theprivileges and the comforts b= which follow upon and flow from this? For Religion , as 
” -Itrelaresto theſe, is the very religation of th? ſoul ro God, as a portion, and that good part 
” which cannot be taken from him; and thenall the ſpecial duties thereof are but the pro. 
-moving of thar begun conformity to Jeſus Chriſt , till it be carried on, and conſummarin a 
- perf<ct likeneſſe ro him. Now he , whoſe ſoul hath received juſt impreſſions of theſe things, 
... in caſe to carry amidlt all ſurrounding miſeries., as one who is happy without the world, 
and indeſpight of che world ; for he hath a happinefſ: laid up in God , and to be laid out for 
-him according to his need , which the world knoweth not of, and cannor take from him : 
hence it 1s thar he rejoyceth in hope, & is patient j1tribulation: And as for the Jnties of Religion 
he is not found of theſe as of an enemy, even when heis fure he cannat fallow them, bathis - 
encnues will finde him and fall on him: he knowesno other queſtion, but Lord what wilt thou 
have meto doe? And when that is clear,ſets himſelf tr doe all things wit hout dis patings and murmur 
 J4#ngsr. Neitherishe demurred nordiverted, muchleſſe turned out of the way of following the 
E Zh Lord fully, becauſe chere 1s 2 lyon in it > but can withour fearing the wrath of a King» which 
"Re 7 as th; roaring of alyon , & moſt either be encountered, or duty in its proper ſeaſon deſerted 
= -goforeward; and when the danger he expoſeth himſelf unto by doing ſo would be ready , if 
- too much pored npon, to daunt him and draw him, into a relinquiſhing of his Maſter, look up- 
© ward,andendure as ecing him who is invifible O noble look'this is that bleſſed ſecond fghr,where- 
F. by a Saint, in thedarkeſt night of diſtreſle, ſees thar which is (dul-ſupporting: O! the inviſible 
© $50d made viſible to rhe poor perſecuted creature, in his omnipotent power, his infinitlove, 
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Piſciplesf Chriſt, muſt tak 1p his crofſe daily and follow him , 1t muſt-befuckan; c 
* * - Pleaſesto lay on and what he wil haye it tq be 3 he muſt not tanſy-to hirfilelf'a o0l 'P 
"18 @hriſts company ; nay » the croſle is the neceſſare concomitant ofa Chriſtian; and ll 
conflicting ma't goe b:fore the obtaining of the conquerours: crown : wemult nor on 
reſolve ro meet with ſuch fiery trials, as will conſume intoaſhes our darli forh - 
I8 a neceſſity that ſome hand be made uſe of ropluck out thar right eye : and "cut of that right * 
hand* which hath cauſed us to off:nd © that ſo we may enter'inrolife ) bur we muſt-andtnay 
exſpett ro meer with the ſaddeſt crouble , and the moſt unſufferably ſharpe trials -our of thai * 
airth , whence we did nor feare , nor could |we rationally foreſee the ſtorme ſhould blows: 
theſe Perſons and things, which ſhould be moſt comfortable to the people of God , do ofrew® 
prove the ſource of their calamirie, and the Inftruments Whereby they are afflicted, We need © 
not goe tg Ionah's gourd , nor Tot*s Friends, we need goe to Zechariah , ſlain betwixtthe © 
'Porchand the Altar, by Ieaſh, whom he was endeavouring to reſcue our of the hands-of, © 
the living God , by admoniſhing him to keep the commandement of the Lord , and. his os 
yenant and Coronation-oath, 2. Chron.23: 16. compared vvith GC. 24. 29, & ſeq. for though 
vvas the Son of [choyjadah, vyho had made him King, and ſtain the Uſurper; yer henor anely 
for gote that kindenefle ,- but ſleyy the Son, vvho vvas deſiring» yea vvhile endeavouring i i, 
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keep that crown upon his head , (by diffuading him to venture upon God- provoking court 
or toenter the liſt of oppoſition to God Almighty , contrary toall che Obje&ive and Subjes: 
Ctive Obligzrions , ace vvhich he vvasto him, for having ſet him upon:the Throne ,- vyhs 
could as eafly and vvonderfully bring himdovvn, as he had ſet him up) vytach hisFatherhai y 
fetuponit, But God forgote neither his foreſaking of the Covenant , nor his breach'of his R 
Coronation- oath , nor his forgetting of Ichojadah?s kindenefle.; but*put Joaſh in rem ' 
brance of all he had forgotten, and of all he had done; and made him know he had-heardzhs © 
words of dying Zechariah : I need neither tell you how , nor by what Monitors he breaght 
theſe things to his remembrance, nor how plajn a parallel it'is ro our.caſe:} onely Joaſn ae” 
not kill Iehojadah himſeif, who had been the Inſtrument of his ſetlement1n the Governments 
' Ifay, we need not {earch to records of former Generations.,. ( except 1t be ta}. ade- o 1: 
of the Saints,and ſome of the Churches of Chriſt,to whom we may turne- Thatwe m yl ar, 
at them? and be beholding the end of the Lord, know how tocarry and acquit ourſelves: 
though we may long turne over the records of former times, ere we finde a paralle] rower 
iniquitie of ours ) forexamples : when theſe very men, with whom we ourſelves did one@# 
take (weet councel together , and with whom we walked to the houſ2 of God 1n compar y-» | 
are become ſuch cruel and keen enemies: as it is impoſſjble ro deſcribe their rage and erneltyys 


for a naked repreſentation of mitter of fat would certain'y paſſe with ſuch as JET 
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"*altoniſhing ſo ever irmay be in it ſelf ro-uprighr men, yerlet the ir noci nt irry themſelves - 
-  agal nſt thoſe , who h: egealt thus hypocriucally with God ; and lertherig teous ſtill hoſd 
.* *orttheir ws A afid ſuch as have clean bands wax ſtronger and ſtronger : iris a weakneſſgun» . 
" aworth yof nts mor'tocarry as thoſe who have. laid their account with the crofle,a reckoning 
which fleſh __ blood ( alwayes iaculcating that carnal. Doctrine, ſpare thy ſelf), is very 
” unwilling to make. | ; | 
- 2 Weftillthink there is a way (becauſe we would have 1t{o, and often make a way where he 
athmadenone) to ſhift theſe hard ayings > and 1hun theſe heavy things : and yet come ar -- 
ven: We fanfiea Pofliblitic ro pale thorow the world. with the worlds good will , and 
= 4Þe religious roo. But this is ro be wiſe above what 1s written : The Devil muſt firſt ceaſe 
” tolic, and murther and way-lay them thar are going to Heayen; and the enmitie between the 
* Jeedofthe woman and the ſeed of the Serpent muſt firſt be done away , or changed ints 
-  perfe@amitic, ( which ſhall never be) before that day dawn, that the traveller to Heaven 
Needs notlay his reckoning to meer with trouble 1n the way. Bur paſſing the general account 
© "tharthe wickeds hatred ag iinſt God 1s - arr , as they hate his Image and Picture, in his 
= Children; yea they like not the godlinefle (It I may cal it ſo) of a hypocrit, but bate itt 
= Which they doe, ( whatever they pretend) not for rheevil tharis under 1c , but forthe good. 
- Thatappeares init: As Lions are ſaid ro have ſo perfeC&ta hatred at man, as they wil teare the 
picture, becauſe of the reſemblance it hath toa living man : neither ſhall I infiſt upon this 
= Cauſe of hatred againſt the Studenrs of holineſſe, that there isa light in a Chriſtians life , who 
> walks as a Child of light ,” which diſcovers the ſpots of the protane world about him and 
- with that light tkere1sa heatalſo, which {corches and troubles their Conſcience ; and there- 
- tore they cannot endure them , but take all opportunites. ro-deale with them as Perſons 
eto torment them before the time , by their ſhineingand burning. Beſides theſe general 
_ und Hling Conſiderations, which ought ro fortify us 1n a reſolution tomake ready for the 
ZWworlethe world can does there is ſomewhat peculiar in our loty which ſhould make us reſolve 
and determine not onely to ſuffer » but to haye a mixture of gall and wormewood in our cup, 
© Wherewich Saints arc bur at ſome ſpecial times exerciſed: There isa mult be now, for al! who 
© Wall live Godly iu Chrift Ieſins to ſuffer orſecution, and it were a madneſle to entertain other 
—Ehenghts, ſince our times a time of Defection and ſhameful Apoſtaly, which hathever been 
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ag Found a time of hot perſecution. This hath been ever obſerved to be the practice of Apoſtars, . . 
ZXtd hate, as hell and to handle as the worſt of men, ſuch as ſtand faſt fixed in owning that cauſe 
= gfGod, which they haye relinquiſhed : a man, who r2ſolyes to keep a Conſcience void of 
> offence to wards God , muſt take his life in his hand, ard be in readinefle to part with it, whey 
his lotis to live in a time ard place, wherethereis power in their hand, who have made ſhip- 
= wrack of Faith and of a gogd Conſcience, For as Apoltaſy is the {pecial fin of Devils , and 
as Saran the great Apoſtar hates all , who ſet their face heavenward , and are Servants of that. -- 
2 God, and ſeekers of that bl:ſedneſſe from which he for his apoſtaſy i1severlaltingly baniſh» 
ed; fo whomſoever he withdrawes from the wayes of the Lord , and drawes with him into 
heguilrof Apoſtaſy, hedrives them on alſo to the ſame fin of perſecuting thoſe, who 
ig on their way , and who adhere to thole precious truths, which they have forſa- 
$; and are followers of God as deare Children : and thefe rwyo have ſo neer and 
Bave a connexion together, as he doth not onely drive withour any difficulrie thoſe , 
'Ove --whom for their Apoſtaſie he harh obtained a ſole ſoveraignity and dominion , 
—into-theſe deſperat and damnable courſes of perfecuring the truth , which they have 
brefakens, and the Profefiors there of, who hold fa't his name: 'BurWhich is more 
CO 57 and hould alarum every man into a watchfulneſle againſt the very firſt 
ike *degreesofdefettion from thegood old wayesof God r Ic is obſerved, that 
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#ſerigs aches duty; wuch moreif there be a doing of an thing ," hich will give 
mics of the work of God the leaſt advantage ,- he forth with flidesalſoere# 


be wart 

cenſuting » defpiſing , contemning (if irſtop hereand gono further, itis well) of his? 
, © thren, Ehom e cannot carry alongs with Han 5 and ers PoE Bat D. ') ative 1 
: indnftrious todraw them , whom he hath in ſo farleft, kis length , then he is obſervedto 
. - ativeinftrengthening the things that remaine and are ready to die , amongſt a people #4 e-: 
| clining time. Now.theſe thingsare ſoplain in our Caſe , as it were ſuperfluous formets- 
make them more plaine. NeedI te you, 1n whoſe hand the power is, or of what ſpiritand- 

principles theſe menare , after all the deſolation they have made among you ? xr are 
they yetatanend ; and therefore you would be preparing for newaſlaults, and laying in'pros 
|. yiffon againlt the evil day. O bleſſed ſhall the man be, who in this diſmal day, notbeoft © * 
8 tended in him , but ſhall enduretothe end. Lay your accoufit therefore with the worſt, that © 
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X veolence and enmity, armed with power, & enflamed to the height of eter =, can ma 
, ſuffer, for withſtanding this courſe of mo now catried on by all means & methods inthe - 
2 } Nation. This fore-ſight & providence will be our wiſdom; for when we have done ſo, we will 


not be amazed » when that comes to paſſe , we had reſolved before hand to meer withz or NE 
our of our poſtour , when theſe things do emerge, with which we had laid our reckoning.” * 
Butz deare Friends, for fixing yourſelves into a firmeneſle of reſolution ro hold out and hold 7 
on., though ir ſhould come to a reſiſting, unto bload, aſter you are robbed and ſpoited oFyout 2 
' goods; Confider that there 1s nothing 1n all theſe fires and waters, you have to paſl© tho® 
row ; ..1n all theſe dangers and deaths , which are before you; inall theſe trials, in alltheſe © 
hazaxds, nayinall theſe hells that are bzrwixt you and heaven , whch can prevail with a ſou” 

that knowes1n whom he hath belesved , or perſwade hini to caſt the bleſſed bargan, or gs > 
back from his Maſter, and walke no more with him.. Whither ſhall we go from thee, for thouwhaſÞ 
the words of eternallite > was the diſciples deliberat and warme anſwer to that heart-niovir 
queſtion» will you alſo leave me ? Leave thee Lord? Leave thee who will, we are for ever. 
tied toan —_— upon thee, and continuance with thee ,- both by choice and y the.” 
n adyantage ; that eternal Iife , which is in thee, andis to be had by abiding 


+ 
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Chaine of our idi1 
with thee, arrefts us with a pleaſant violence to wait upon thee , while we mult foreſakeallin® 
following thee , and be foreſaken of all. But ſecondly , letus exerciſe ſpiritual reaſon, and 
zeckon right, & we will perceive, there is much of preſent & real advantageto be found inand = 


"reaped from the worlds hatred: and the greateſt heat of perſecution; who is he that will 2 
you, if ye be follower s of that which is good ? 1s a queſtion that puts it out of queſtion , rhey cannot” 2 
be harmed even when hurt, and therefore it is immediatly added; n Pet. 3: 24. Bus andify8-_ 
- ſuffer for righteouſneſſe ſake, happy ave ye Ee. It is true, thereare none ro whom moe injuriesare+> 
__ done, then to the poor perſecuted people of God ; for as men they are net only borne ro tron 
"ble, bur asChriſtians hay are borne againe unto trouble and appointed thereunto: Bur it 158: 
true , that there are none whoare (8 11ttle iniured by injuries; for they ger meat out ofthe ea 
_ ter, all cheſethings work together for their good : For firſt , hereby the Saints are keep 
ina right temper rowards the world and the things thereof ;, whereas it they meet with"kut 
uſage in itand from it, they would rake-too well with it» and fir down ſhort of hedy T y 
and forgetto ſay , ariſelet us go hence, forthis is not the place of ourreſt : there remainsan anne 
newed part inthe ſarnts, which would agree toe well, and comply with the courſes and** 
cuſtomesof the world z and therefore it is their ſpeciall adavntage to be driven off from'ieby © 
being diſtreſſedhy it ; this bitter potion , which the world prepares for the people oFthe®: 
Lord, and putsall the gall and worm woodin it they can , to make it deadly poule n, wvhas 
-- arunk downand digeſted» by, fairh and patience diflipars and difculles\ghele ll humor 
which did weaken the vitals of Religion, and brought a conſumption uponthe! rd mani; 
lo proves: ſoveraigns anidettodriveontthar poiſon , whRa wont 
f got purged: asitierves for diflolying thagunion berween the Saitgs apdUiG eg 
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= Bider bim Ieft you be wearie and faint in your minds, O what weight of ſorrowes and variety of ſuf- | 
= ferings did he undergoe , both in his life and ar his death > What pinches was he pur to ? 
= What Preflourcs were upon him Pacr.vmas ; Gs COIOS, Cor ade Per qe 
met upon him, to make it a re, ne was a man of ſorr* wes : at alley 15 ems to your griete, 
RIS of and PE aalons , that hab Lord and Maſter drunk of the Gate cup 

$A pris fiery erial ; 
yew, in as muchas you are partakers of the ſufferings of Chriſt; this m 
that herein youare conform? ro your Lord and Maſter, If they bave perſecuted 
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4 FS ” hated of the world 3 and perſecured by them, before you were; bur heisſuch 2a feel 7 
«as he ſtill ſuffers with you , forallthe after fufferings ofhis ſeryants do firſt lighrupon h 


" 


there 15 never a troke given to one of his members upon the earth, but the ſound ofit is 
.in Heaven: Saul, Saul why perſecuts thou me, being the word of our giorified Maſter, 2ufs! 
matter beyond debate. The quarrel is at Him , and he will own it, as fuch , \in 45 nucd 
you did it unto one of theſe little ones, you did it unto me , '- true here: And thisis fo clearemn 
your caſe as it pafſeth the parts of your moſt pregnant” dveglaries to Palliat this perſec Yor 
+ wth any colourable pretence , which will hide it from being 2 plain fighting againſt God: 
}, Is it not thepurity of their malice and perfe&ion of their hatred aoaint Chriſt as King, W wick © 
pouleth them on, & Prompts them to this perſecution ? Lee them render any other rea{or 
for what they have done, it they can. For when to compleat the revolt of the Nation from its: 
{worne ſubjection and obedience to leſus Chrift , as Supreme in his own-houle. they haye- 
- ſubſiitur and cenſtitut another in his place, and have framed a Supremacy in to a Law, tobe 
the rule and ſtandart, according to which our Kings , in all ſucceeding generations , ſthallof* 
right King it over the houſe of God, as knowing no Superior , with 2 more {iimpte abſolars : 
neſle, then the Law of the Nation wull permit them to do over the houſe, inheritance,, in-% 
tereft or concerneof the meaneſt ſubject inthe Kingdom: by which Law our Lord leſug 
Chriſt 1s moſt explicitly exautoratz hEis declared to haye neither houſe, people nor pre»? 
pertie in Scozland, Ler any read over our lare Supremacy , and ſenſeit, and conſider if irgat 


; loweſt amount benor this ;. we have no King but Caſar, And to make it emphatickly expre(s * 
is ſive of this, vyhereas ocher Acts of Supremacy (vvherby yer our Lord Ieſuws Chreſt vvas vvrongs 'S 
g ed, and his royal prerogative encroached upon ) did ſtill for ſhame 'eavehim the title ; and 
4 a (upremacy vvas pretended unto under God , and his Son Chriſt ; and derivation and cone" 


veyarce from that fountain vvas in words acknovvledged;that the iniqqitieof our Supremat 
might be ſupreme» an abſolute, independent, arbitrary dominion isattribited ro our Kinzss® 
fſetledupon them by Law : And for the more ſecurity , this povver is declared to be thei: 
trinſick right and the inherent prerogative of the imperial Crown of the Nation, vyhereby al-; 
Church-mat!ers are ſubjected ro their imperial vviſdom , ro doin all theſe as they think firs: 
and the managment of theſe are (o ſolely in his Majefties poyver, that vyhereas the Council ats® 
= in Civils in a ſubardination to his May, according to the Law of the Tands. His Maj :- 
3% make uſe of what kinde of perſons ſo eyer he will ; paſling by Pa-':-ra8nt or Council , to puts 
"0 all rhe incontrolable dictats and decrees of his Maj. wiſdur: 2:17 good pleaſure > concerning 
Church matters, inexecu:ion ; And therefore that we may be no longer in ſuſpenſe, Sf 
ſolici:ous about the ſenſe of our Supremacy, & that the Church may heneceforth know'& * ICs, 
knowledge , who1s her Lord and undoubted Superior, whoſe itis ro give Laws and appoat .- 
Officers, to put them 1n execution; and that chere may be none, in heaven or earth, topres 
rend to any part ofthis pow?r,or pacitie in this Supremacy,the name of God and of bis Son brift. 
is omitted in it, and (becauſe menrioned tn other Supremacies) muſt be conceived tabe leler. 
out of ours. ( O! the patiencefof Gad, thar their names, vea that the name of the Narion,\ 
ſuch a wickedneſſe was decreed , is not before this periſhed from under the heavens !) It is 
wrue, this pl-aled me beſt in all that Supremacy , becauſe it was pl:in dealing , without alf 
cloak or complement ; for now leſws Chriſt hath neither thing nor name of Kingly power Teft* 
him , bur is moſt explicirly put from the exerci(e of his royal Government ; And Churcks* 


w 


: Lawesare nomore to paſſe 1n the old fiile , nor are things as formerly to be done there by* 
yertue of che Authoririe of this one leſus ,* who callech himſelt a King; But according tothe 
[new ſtile. Ando hence forth , Church Lawes mult beatethe dary the Iulian accom 
Now our Rulers, having framed this Law, for hainouſnefſe of hatrg eight of >ppoli | 


tothe Lords anointed, whom he hath-made King in Zion, beyond ſupream Sup 
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= him, topreach in feafon and ouFof ſeaſon , and ro negociat a peace berwixt his great and 
» 


iron day greater things by them, then ever , inregaird of many circumſtances , were 
> doneinthe Nation: be makes ſuch noble and notable in roadsnpon Satans territories, and 
> theſe darke places of the land , .wbere the Prince of darkenefſ# had an indifturbed dominion , 
SS mulcitadesars made, inthis day of his power , to follow after and fall in love with Ordi= 
-Nances , difpenſed by his own Officers, and flock unto the ftandart of this exalted Princes 
£8 proof as great asever wasgiven of hisreigneing , and that his people sha!l be willing im the day 
LBf bis power , though all the powers of the earth were on a conſpiracy againſt him, and abuſed 
-nat power tothe fainting of his followers, and the frighting of them into a difloyal relin= 
.< utſhing of Ieſus Chriſt; which the Adrerſary perceiving , and finding that to no purpoſe 
= they bad crucified Chrift aga'ne, and put him to open chame, by taking his Crown and Sceprer from 
Him, and burying bis Supremacy in the grave, which they had made for it, wuder the fa- 
{ brick of their newly erected one, and that in vaine they had ſer a watch ro keep the grave, & 
= Tearing withal rhat this reviving of his work , and reſurrectien of his caule , might prove to 
=hema ſecond errour , worſe by far then the firſt ; Therefore . thar rovers may rot be ruers, 
22nd to fortifie themſelves in the pofiefion of what they had taken by their Law from out Lord 
_eſusCh.ift, and to prevent his returning to Eisthrone, and his reaſſuming the exerciſe of 
Emstoyal Goverument (olettheir feare come upon them, who feare left Chrift ſhould reigne!) 
an Hof muſt be gathered, on purpoſe ro march into the Weſt, as that part of the Nation (o happ - 
=and honourable cognizance ! ) where Teſus Chriſt had mott remarkably rung # andjwhich (till 
was looked upon by them , asthe Kings head-quarters; whereupon it is reſolved that that 
woorCountrey ſhall be invaded, thepeople in the mean time, having behaved themſelves. 
as peacably as any part of the nation, being amazed at the rumour ofrhiSrage againit them , 4 
and thetefolution raken to poyr-in upon them ſuch a company of Barbar's , as their carriage and "M0 
gruelty is beyond my deſcribings, ſend ſome of their number to declare that they were _ 
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power of theſe abuſers of their out warmegs, be. word of the Lord ro. haveatii 
- courſeandto beglorifie! ) Buras to the ſecureing of themſelyes againſt all theſe groundlef 
' apprehenfions of an inſurret'on , there was no way ſo proper, no way ſo rolitible. as ta. - 
ſufter rhe (Ent ſervaints of Ieſus Chriſt ro preach and perſwade the things belonging tathe=® 
Kingdome of God. Bur this ſeemed fo infufferable , and ſuch a plain and practical contra - > 
dictionro the Sup:emacy, inits new (0 ler1t never wax old; ovrinrite, o Loyd, overturne, oveys*: 
turne , till be come whoſe right it is! ) elevation | as the ſame reall and practical re urne was -- 
ven tO it, which Pharoah gave to that requeſt Exod 5: 1. Thus ſaith the LoxdGod 0 Iſrael © 
| people go that t'.ey may hold a feaſt to me m the wilderneſie> And werſe 2, Pharaoh ſatd., "who _ © 
8 the Lord , that I should obey bus voice , to tet Iſrael go? I know notthe L rd , neither wil I let Tſrael 
- go: I fav, thething ſought , on the behalte of chat poor people, ſcemesto be of a piece with 
that of Moſes & Aaron; torit wasthis upontae matter, If you have raken all the houſes of © 
Godin polleflion, If you have driven Fe/us Chriſt our of all the Cities ofthe Nation ; yer will © 
| youleave him.,, will you allow him ſome place inthe open feilds ro mer with his followers? 
+ will you ſuffer him and his ro hold their Afemblies in the wildernefſe, in ſome moſſe or 
\F Mountain? No, that may not be heard, it hath a hatefulneſſe in ic}, as implyinz a-proper_ - 
[} and peculiar ſoyeraigniry ſt1!1 aſcribed unto Feſus Chriſt as King , 1nconliſtent with and ſub» 2 
* verſive of our new Supremacy. Aed therefore nothing is now heard, bur muſter and marths _ 
'K And thus 3nholt israiſed with as great ſolemnity and celerity , with asmuch pomp and parad - 
of Artillery, £3c. to invade that poor peacable company , as if the land had been invaded by © 
the moſt formidable and furious forratyne enemy ; and impowered withall ro do and at at 
that rate of violence as the actors of allimaginable miſcheits areſecured by Law from all feare +? 
of future hazard , for what ever violeace they commit, or wickednefle they can perperrat 3 -. © 
If they have bur. the wit to. ſay in their own defence, it was done to anſwer the end of that 
expedition, and for his Maj. ſervice againſt thoſe, who profeſſe ſubje&tion toanother in ſoul- *® 
- concerns, Now as there was never an act of Supremacy ſo explicitly inall points oppofit ro! **; 
| © the kinyly power of our Lord Feſus Chriſt , as this late one of ours , ( an a&t onely defineable by - * 
| Its own wickednefle, for this is Supremacy; ) fo beſides the ftupenduons unreaſonable-. : 
nefle of this courſe without aparallel , for a Magiſtratro run upon and ruine his own peacable 
ſubjects, without a provocation ontheir part, ortheleaſt ground in law to juſtifie the cruel» © 
tie of this procedour on his part; befides this, I ſay» no man who doth narrowly look into the 
matter, andconfider the quarrel] , bur he muſt feeir, he muſt (ayir, that fince God made- © os 
wan upon the earth, fince ſouldiers were muſtered and marched under colours and come, * 3 
mand , neyer was there an army raiſed , or an boft pur ſoformally to march up withdiſplaied ©: 
banner againſt Chriſt as King 3 for this is the ſumme , ſubſtance and ſoul of all that can be ſaid; 3 
aSthe genuine import of this expedition ; Chrift Feſus , from whom we have takenthe Crown © 
by Law, is yetlikero keep ſome pcfletſions oi the* Nation ; come th-refore letus march in- © - 
tothefields; And fince he calls himſelf a King and will crouble- us with Conventicles and - 3 
feild mectings, and fince his foilowers and theſe who flock unto him afftirme him both to be'a ' ©. 
King and Captain, yeatbatKing agalvfl whom there is noriſeing up, becauſe he isthe Lord © 
of Hofts ; let him meer us inthe feilds, and maintain his Litle, aid yindicathis prerogati ves. 
or as we have no King but Ceſar, ſo this is our quarrel: And if he will not draw our -- 
and draw up , if he will not meaſure ſwords with us, thep as we have taken his houſe in © - 7 
- , Poſſeflion, ſo we ſhall fall on, and bythe ſtrong hand t:ke the houſes of all into poſ= 
ſeflion , who will not renounce their depenlance npon him as Soveraigne and Supreme, > 
- and ſhutthem out, either to die ig the fields with him , or itob- or ſtarve them in their houg=: 
| . Cs, who will nor apples our haying 1s Love anky poſleſſions My-ſoul rrembleg* = 
--_ eo givethe obvious fenſe of thoſe our Kulers proceedings; nor dare Iigive my pen-it's jult > 
.- HUbertie tg unbowel this courſe , and lay open the blaſphemies- wherewith/ir® big evets; 
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b;, yes: muſt ſee, that hatredagainft Chriſt , andthe coming of his Kingdome » expreſſed m 
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hisexpedition , which he cannot , he dare not » without horrour and amazement exprefle : 
who can ſuffer himſelFto reſolve the prattice of Rulers ( who have bound their ſouls to obe» 

rence , figdelitie , and loyaltic ro Chriſt, as-King, under the penaltte of the forfeiture of 
their tranOrral ſouls) into this, which is it's native and neceſſare ſenſe : We are now 
weari?2d of the government of J-{us Chriſt * Itisa yoke we cannor beare , we will nor beare , 


2 _ wearereſolved once for all to burſt theſe his bonds, and caſt away theſe his cords from us : 


We are wearicd of this his Church Juriſdition ; Let him be gone therefore out of our bor- 
ders : Let his nameas King and Soveraigne be no more in remembrance : We haveſet up 
another in his place; and have ſoudered into a ſameneſſe his Crown , with the Imperial 


Crown of the Nation , and have (ethed that upon the head of our Kirg , and whoſoever ſhall 


ſucceed him ; (the mot dangerous and deadly decree, that ever was made tor that ſucceflion) 
ſo that now , all hjs old prereales roa Koyal prerogatvie amongſt us for the future are cut 
off; 0: if he viiiclameanyintereſt, norwitiiftanding of this our Law; let him now appeare 
torry the juſt; ce of his cittle and pretercce by the ſword : Weare now drawn into the fields , 
to mainta:n wha: we have done: Whereis he > If his followers meet together to oppoſe 
us, we have what we would, forthen we will make a breakfaſt of them ; And if not , 
we ſha!l pur a'l, who «1ll not bow before the Dagon of our new erected Supremacy, once for 
all and for e er ov! or cafe ro a»peare afterward : For this end have we gathered our hoſt : 
For thj< ead dr we march : tall on, red ſhankes ; Feare not » have nor we bid you: Youare 


" pitched upon as .he r'0:: qua ified Souldiers for this expedition againit rhe Mediator » whom 
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we have denied to ve z i\onirch, and proper inftruments for our purpoſe , for we know you 
well robe ſuchas the emuſt be >» who will do our buſinefſe, even men who feare nor God nor 
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\- . hiscompany , andfor hisſake: If we intend to follow him to the place of fruirion,, we” 
F* muſt go that way , which he hath paved before us, ir cannot be avoided ; yea » howincon= © 
FF gruous were it, if we could > How unſuteable were it > That the Lord*and Maſter ſhould - 
+ meet with {O much ſaffering , for the ſervants ſake, and rejoyce amidf ir alt, as knowing © = 
he ſhould (ce a ſeed , and have this recompence and ſ(arisfation for allthe travel of his ſouls © 
# that the ſouls of his ſervants ſhouid reap the advantage of what he underwent for them 3 That - © 
he ſhonld be beaten for the ſervants ſake, that through his ftripes the ſervants might be heals . 
ed; and the ſervantsto be alwayes favoured , and applauded in that world , which had put 
the Maſter to ſhame and ſuftering , while he was negociating his ſervants buſigefle > And 
as he hid not his face from ſhame and ſpiring for their ſake; ſo he laid down his life upon their _ 
intereſt. Were it ſeemly , that he who bore their burdens, ſhould wade and ſwirae thorow _ © 
feas of ſorrows , and they fail in ſtreames of pleafure > ' hat he ſhould be erowned wkly © 
thornes, to purchaſe them an immortal Crown, 8 they crowged with roſes? Thar he ſhould 
be huntedy and had not whereupon to lay his head, that he might, by being handled ſo, 
purchaſe a Kinzdometo his followers : that he ſhould go rhorew death, aud fuch a death, 
and be laid inthe grave , that he mighc have acceſle to go and prepare a place for them, and 
take poſſeſlion of the undefi ed inheritance, as their common Head , and Truſtee, 1n whony 
and with whom they now fit in heayenly places 3 and they dwell at eaſe in their own houſe $ 
Truely, to ſay nothing of the after glory, ( for who can ſay whar ir 1s, fince it is above appres 
henſions? Onely this is ſure , that they who ſuffer with hinr, ſhall a'ſo reigne with bim ) it there. 
were no more, then the preſent ſharcing and partaking in his ſufferings, it were honousy 
enongh. O how much above all regal dignite isit! And how 1n comparably beyond the 
Ts fancied honourofa diademe , to be crowned with thornes jfor Chriſt's ſake ! There is an ins 
*-* herentglory for ſuffering in Chriſt , beyond all rae ambition of the world , after tharpainree © ..? 
and putrid gliſtering bubble , with the glanceing whereof vain men are ſo much taken' ups 7 
Tf this were keepr inthe view of the ſoul , what ſtrength wouldir furniſh > W at ſupport: 
would it ſupply the ſpirit ofa ſufferer for Chriſt wit: > but, deare friends, the word off "7 
your Teſtimony and Patience hath ſomewhar of a precious p2culianitie 1n it »' not onely;unm 
reguard that it is the preſently oppoſed Frith, you are perſecuted for , and ſo mult be ſwe 
_ becauſeſeafonable 3 but the Word of your 'Ieitimony, and that Fruth , for: owneingt 
which, yon areput roſufſer the loſs of all things, is that very Truth, for which. Chn 
himſelf ſuffered as a Martyr : Viz. That H: was a Kjigi This Queſtion 15pne bon # 
day unto his followers, with greater contempt than Pilzt putit, What , and is Feſus 4 Range © 2 
then> Onoble cauſe ! O who wou'd not rejoyce to enter the liſts of Contradiction withs 2 
theſe his enemies , - & have once an ovportuniry , to ſay Yea, heis a King , aud will bea Kong,/ > 
" When you are gone, and will prove himſel) +, vr the Kings of the earth, by reſcinding your Supre- = 
. macy , that Idol of his indignation , and object of his revenge | O whatambition ſhould rhis raiſe 
x in the ſoul of every faint! whart patience in tribulation ſhould this produce ? what holy coun __; 
rage ? what humble boaſting 2 what triumphing and rejoyceing to be offerred up 2 ſacriieg%s 
upon the Intereſt of this Kings Crown? Can you conſider , that your preſent ſufferings 
loſſes area ſeal to that great Truth , which Chriſt ſealed with his blood , and not bluſh ares 
honour , and bleſſe him for ever , that now the ſource , riſe and conduct of the Rulers promuzys 
cedour againſt.you , and their barbarous cruelty, give you not onely confidence, ro-pour=3 
out your heart before him , and preſent your caſe and cauſe z in this General , for thy fake* 2 
we are killed allthe day long, we arecounted as ſheep for the ſlaughter: But more particularly, whens _— 
you can fiſt your ſelves before him ,. and ſob our your ſorrowes , in theſe words 3 of trauhy ””..” 
Lord , againſt thy Holy Chil4 Feſus , whom thou baft anointed, are all theſe garbered tognibey, andrr= 
# ts for our owning of tim; as thy anointed, and». uſeing to be on that conſpiracy, that we ore thu, uſeds p- 
I know ot yvhas can giveground of prank ina-mas life,, or yyhat can >: aſe DFR. 
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= Tonin death, if refiſtiog unto blood upon ſuch aquarrell , and not loving a mans lifeunto A 1 
=- deathin ſuch a cauſe, w1i'lnorgiveground for it? | "Þ 
& - - Beloved Friends, and much honoured ſufferers for Chriſt , you know , firce you are taught of | 
God thatthe way to overcomeall trouble here , andto carry as becometh Saints under it, is, 
to lookabove it, and b:yondit; aboveit, rothe high and ſupreme hand rhar ſendsit , and 
diſpoſerh of it, ſo as it may ſubſerve your great Intereſt ( for in deſpigktof the malice and 
madneſſe of all inferior azemts , all cheſe dire and dreadful things ſhall rogether with him, 
who worketh mighcily in his people and for them , work together for yourgood; ) and be 
ondit, and aboye it, tothe end ofir, andthe recompence of reward following after its 
- This isthe way to profice by preflures, to be gainersin alllofſles; Thisis the gronnd of 
ſweet Peace, and ſerenitie of mind, amidf all trouble ; and the ſolid foundation for patience 
of Spirit: For, he isonly in acapacitie ro poſſeſle his ſpiritin patience , whoſe ſpirit bath 
received theſe impreſſions, withour which , the ſoul will be. till diſquiered : Trouble will 
Rill rofſ- it , as a ball inalarge place, andit will prove unftable as. water. | ſuppoſe, ſince 
you are Saints, and ſo muſt have ſome impreſſions of the abſolute Soveraiznine of God, 
that though , inyour ſcarchings, you could not finde out or fixe upon the cauſe of his con- 
tendiug with you thus; yet you would either be filent} or ſay, it is the Lord , let him dos untg 
45 what ſe emeth him good: Ard ifhe baye no pleaſure in our liveſug , and dwelling in 'ourlictle 
huts, and houſes; Bot will drive usthence , the willof the Lordbe done., But not toinfiſt on 
this , which yet you will grantto be infinitly rational , (for who hath enjoyned bim his way » 
or who may ſayunto him, whar doeit thou? ) there is ſufficient tokeep you and me, andthe 
Chriftians of this generationfrom frering , and faying (while in the fire, and while the rod of 
the wicked reſt upon your lot, and theſe plowers plow upon your back, and make their 4 
# furrowes longer anddeeper, than all theſe plowers , which went before them did : O when 
= willGodLooſe the plough , by cutting aſunder the cords of the wicked, and confounding 8& 
# > turning them all back that hate you? Hes the Lord , who will baſten it inhis time, to ſhew that he 
-  Isrighteous: Lerus weep for what we have dove; And wait in hopefor what he will do ) 
 whyarewe thus, Surely a fight of onr fin would make us wonder that we are not worſe: yea 
= admire his goodneſſe, who will be ar all rhispains about us, to heal us of theſe mortal diſ- 
Eaſes, (whereof our immortal ſouls areſfick evenunto death; I am ſure, that the crimſon 
© _ dye of our. crying iniquities would curb our impatience , and cure us of that evil of quar- 
- relling with him, becauſe of our ſuff-rings. Conſider therefore , however you ſuffer .ve= 
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ry unjuſtl, from men , againſt whom you have done nothing juſtly to procure their indi, na. «f 
tion; yet, ifyou look within you , and lift up your eyes above you, and confiier, huw the by 
Er of your tranſpreffions 1scome up into hiseare, you will be conſtrained , not onely :0juſti. * 
= he-him , in this ſeeming ſeveririe; but ro corfeſle , from clearnefſe and conviction, you w 


© arepuniched leſſe then your miquities deſerve: Angthat it is of the Lords m-rcy you are not con« 

> ſumed, becauſe his compatiions fail 1or- Hence is it, that wh2n the Apoſtle Peter hath been A 
= ſpeaking of the fiery trial-1 Pez. 4: 12,13, 14, 15, 16: { which this da. in our caſe) ard hath | 
=» beenencouraging and. comforting them, to a patient endurein- , while ſchorched with theſe * 


> Names, by many noble arguments ; yet when he looks upon theſ: heavie affliftions as come 


ing from God, he calls them ver/, 17. judgements, intiwaring thereby , thar his precious 

= and. peculiar people, how upright and innocent ſoever, as romen; yet, they are guilrie 

> before God the righteous judge; and that they mut acknowledge , when they fit themſel- + 
- ves in his fight, that what ever they ſufferis the fruit of the:r own doings, and that by | 
- their proyocations they have procured theſe things, and rewarded alltheſe evils unto their _ 
Lean ſoul, by nor walking worthy of him, nor before him to all pleaſing. If his people , .by 
wu tiphied and manifold fins , did not extort ( if I may ſayſo) Rrokes our of his hand ,, 
e,- who doifynor aillict wilingly , nor grieve the Children of mco, bur” hath _ 3 
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in the proſperitie of this. people , would not ſo often take the rod in his hand, or would ſfeop” 


” caſt itintothe fire; for he doth not love to laſh beyond neceflitie ; and therefore , When © 


= 0 << 


he hath performed his whole work upon mount zion, he caſts the rod into the fire, and ara pw 
niſheth the fruit ofthe ſtout heart of his and his peoples enemies, and the glory of their ge b- 


vo 


looks, The ſaints you know, Brethren, how graciowsand grown ſoever, they are but Chil=' © 
dren, and therefore muſt be under Chaſtiſment: The beſt ofthem are given to jmany Childyſh © 2 
royes, andinot a few of them , in whom the root of the warter may be, yea will be found 
are ſo far from abideing with God in their callings, and from-adorning the Dodtrine of God 
the >aviour, that ſo men., by (eing their good works , may glorifie their Father , which is in . 
neaven , that there is a groffneſle in their way , their intquirie is often- found upon the* 
Skirts of their garmen:s» and their ſpots are fo unlike the ſpors of the people of God, and 2 
Perions made partakers of the divine nature , that becauſe of thele the mouths of enenues ane 
opened to blaſpheme the name of God, and reproach the bleſfled Profefſion : But ſerting 
thlce afide, Alas! how doe they, whoeſcape ſuch groflepollurions, yer often trifle in the mats 
ter of communion with God? How formal and lake-warme in their addrefles; So that he 
who ſeeks the heart, and will be worſhiped in Spirirand Tryth , miſleth their ſoul, in their "3 
ſervice? How lſeldome ar: they in Heaven* How little dwelling upon the thoughts of Jelus 3 
Chriſt, and the grear (:lvation purchaſed by him , on purpoſe to bave him precious inthe ſoul's | 
elteme , and endeared according to his infinit preferablenefleto{all other things» untothe 
heart £ How few ſerious defignes> And how litcle ſolide endeavour ro be like him , and to 
have eyery thought ofthe heart brought in eaptivitie to his obedience > How little meditatie 
on uponi;the, Glory to be revealed, till the heart be raviſhed,, and tranſported into adm1ratioh 
at t'sinconceiveable greatnefle and infinit goodnefſe? How ſeldome in ſoliloquies with him?” 
whence Alas! it comes to paſle, thar men, having through carnalitie of Converſe with 4 
other things , disframed their heart for dueries do not pray and jeſt with the ſame ſerioul- 
nelle, but there is more of their ſoul ina vaine ſport, then in prayer, which when rightly _ - 
performed, is the pouring out of the h:attto God, and the wringing of the mans ſultes- 
thorow his ſoul , carrying the aflections thereof with ir. Nay , what o fdefire andlove 16. + +. 
the world, and the things thereof > What luſting and longing after the things of this lifeF-*.. 7 
what ſtretching ( eyento the diſlocation of the ſoul,, and putting it out of caſe, for a cons * 3 
verſe with God, whereinthe ſoul of Religion lieth ) what Graſping ro get a'grip of theſe. "I 
things , which when got boid of, can neither be held, jnor make happie z Whar wreſt-, .- > 
ling > what ſtrugling 3 What ftriveing, to ger on aload of thick Clay * whereby the ſoul -;_ > 
ofhim, who is thus loaded , is put out of caſe often for following hard afrer God , and 5 
T fo runing as he may obtain? How are they often ſwallowed up in the caresof thislife ? With "= 
» what complacency do they frequently finck themſelves, in the dunghil ot this world ; into 
E. = the inconfideration and oblivion of the other world, and their eterna! Irterett ? How are _ mw 
_ hurried with their paſſions > How puffed up with pride > How un mortfied to the geliyhts of =» 
's Qtheſonsofmen > How irregularin their motions , which ſhewes rhe 1rreh touſneſie oi thelt. 
mindings? Alas! their Loveand hatred ( which gives the beſt account of a Cariftian } do —"M 
ſeldome tun in the right channel, orare rarely terminacupon the proper objects 3 or waenit rene 


o 


= 


falls fo out, that rheir face is in the right airth ; yet, how flow is their motion; 1n. fols © 5 
lowing their look > How languid are their pantings ? What Liteleſnefle : | Whar Liſtle ſneſle” SS 
appeares in their parſuings ? Yea , how quickly do they fit up , or turne afide out of = 
the. way of following the Lord fully > Bur who can reckon taeſe- things up in order #. _--* 
Alas! that which ts wanting , to fill up the4ult imporr of exerciſing our ſelves ro Godits , > 
 _nelle, cannot benumbered! And therefore , ſeing theſe things are to be found ich his peO=..- 
* ple, muſthe not vikte their tranſgreffions with the rod, and their iniquities wi h fig [> 20G 
2 that becauſe he will not take his loveing-kindenefle from them , nor fufer-his (amet eo”. 

+ Gal: jris ocedful,, that they be often in the fire, for burning - away their drofly', anainthe” 
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36 - The poor Man's Cup of cold Water ys 398 da (OTE 
>. eerfor waſhing of their defilements ; yea their propenſion to depart from him, and to pollurs 
= themſclves inthe pudle, preacherh, in order to the preyenrion of this, the neceſſirie of keepi 

= this people all wayes under 10d, though notalwayes under the ſtroke of it : for then the Tpi= 
© _ Jts Mould fail before him, and the ſouls that he had made. Confider therefore, deare fr ends, 
the procureing cauſe of this deep diſtzeſſe, and if we be impartial in the ſearch, we will finde 

an accuried thing with us, and this will provoke us to do the greateſt haſte firſt, which is, the 
takigg vengeance 011 our own inventions againft himz & impolethe neceffitte upon usto turne 
away.from the evil of our wayes,that he may turne from the hercnefle of his anger: Ler us,even 

3n the midſt of ourtrouble, riſe up above the thoughts, and conſideration of lower agents, and 
znſtruments of our {uffering, which are the Devil and the worla, who are his Truflees, & afted- 

by him,inthe work of Perſecution Rev.2. I0.(For it 1s not ſuteable for Saints nor ſafe for them 

to dwell long there} and take a view of our own guilt, that our being puniſhed as our C ongre- 
gations hayc heard, may preach unto us the Doctrine of the evil of fin, and make us in ftead of 

our woe's me's for other things, cry out, woe uuto us that we have ſmxe1? Our not walking as be- 

game the Goſpel, if thoughr upon , will put us in the pznirents poſture, (and ſur-ly he 1s out 

of his poſture this day, who is not in that poſture, and till we be tn it; in vain do we exfpett, 

to heare him ſay that word, as ye were ) which 1s a looking unto him whom we have pierced , 

and a weeping: Andit isin order to the produceing of thele noble, and neceflare efleCis, rhart 

there 15 amuft be for judgement it's beginning at the houſe of God. I cannot 1n theſe few 

Pages, fol'ow this marcer at any length; bur, ler rhis abrupr hint put you ro the work of ſearch- 

ing , andexerciſe of Godly forrow; And to make this work both protizable ro you, and plea- 

ſant to him,be not jealous ofhis love, becauſe of whathe hath laid uponyour loins; for in alkthis 

rough-like dealing& ſeemingſeveritie,bowells oftender merciesearne overyou,intheſeagonies: 


Love,though thenoiſeand {ound ofit's feer benot heard,becaule of the noite ofthe enemy,dork 
both walk and work, in theſe your ſufferings: As many as I love 1 rebuke and chifien, is the word 
of him, whois love it ſelf, corhem, whom he moſt deatly loveth: the principle and theperiod .@, 
of all his procedour is love,even when he laſheth;Forthisis written on every lath,I love fo well 
asl will notloſe, Llove ſo well asI muſt embrace; & therefore,by purge ing | muſt put the be-, * 
Joved partic in caſe to embrace and be embraced: I purpoſe to dwell in ;hem, and ro IEt them 
know by my famlliaritie, how much Lo inthemzand there!orc I muſt cleanſe themsfrom 


All theſe Idols, andall che filthinefſes, which ſeperat betwixt me and them: Ina word zash 
che Jewelcr's ſhope and work houſe,there lies, beſides the rough c1tamonds,the choiceſt jewels, 
and richeſt rings, his cutting irons, files, and other ſharpe pointed In':rumeucs, under which 
they mutt all paſſe, & whereby they mutt be poliſhed; ſo, in this life, where he 1s melting his 
gold, rocleanle it, from its droſſe, and making up his jewels, to rhe end their beautle. * 
may be pertect; yea,thar rhey. may ſhine 1n the beannes of holineſie,they muſt be under his:cut- | 
#ings, his carvings andthe point of his ſharpeſt inſtruments: whoſoever ſhall bea crown of - 
glory in the hand of the Lord and a royal diadem in the hand of their God,mult paſſe under the 
purgings and poliſhings of his hand : Thereare none whom he minds ro make pillars in his 
. templeto go no more forth, but he wGrks for the ſelf fame thing, by making them paſſe. 
+ under hispoliſhing inſtruments, that ſo they may be made to ſhine as the ſun inthe firmaments 
= andpur incaſe to lee God, when made |l1k- him : Bur beſides thar his purpoſe of having them. 
- mnhis company fafever, puts him to be at the painsof making them meet ,. even by the th ngs 
that they ſuffer, (as the mean which he graciouſly & witely uſethand ordereth for that end) tg 
OM be porters of the inheritance of the ſaints inlight : asis cleare, compating Cobof]. 1: Li. vvith 12. 
=: he-mindsro be familiar vyith them herealto, and admit themſomerime- vyhile in the vvay, & 


*»K5 
— << 


= = mthevvilderneſſe, ro eat Manna, and to feaſt their ſouls in the bzgun fuitions of God ; and 
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Ep therefore to commend & enJearechislife unto them, he makes the vyorldnunglea cup of gall -- *-: 
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- theſe light aflliRions, which are but fora moment, ſo, as they ſhall-work for youafar more / 


' been told theſe who havegiven the oiders, that they-would do what now they both do & de=? 


RET moe 


5 IL $2 WT 
| Tas a; na 6 - - wa i afar 1 in Scot IN. "i 
— "But here I muſt beabrupt, and leave emer to be dilated and drpelr noon Ko Gan 3G 
Meditation : Onelyler me ſay , vhat thedlemous minding of theſe qeoyal 
prove a happie diverſion , and preventierttenngs of your mind , ty an unprofitable 
upon your fiery affliftion 3 Bur, 1t would be the certain way to gize you meat out of thisenme 
our mind would nor onely be keep 't from being grangrened into impatience, and galled* 
with the load which hes upon your loins3 Bur you would be made elade and comforted ves 
all yonr ſorrowes, & ſufferings, by beholding the end of the Lord, & the gracious defighs voy 
is driveingabour you, which is, to make you up for ever, by being thus nah y- And toorder: 


9 $ 


og jo 


exceeding, & eternal weighrof glory. This1s that wheel within all chefe wheels; & this eta 
purpoſe towards you, the thoughts of whole hearr take place in all Generations: Theſe things © 
are upon bis heart, 8 he cannor miſſe whar he aimes at; & therefore you cannor be miſerable.* 
amidit all the miſeries you ſuffer from them, who caſt iniquitie upon you.8& in wrath hate —_ I 
Nay therefore you cannot miſle to be happy , amidilt all theſe, he hath bleſſed you, & you. 

11 be {o. os 
_ ut, deare friends, beſides this general Conſideration of your fin, & mine, which is neceſſary / 
for our profiting by every touch of his hand , fl uffer me to ſuggeſt the neceſſity of a particu'ar * 
enquiry; tor» whenever the Lord doth purluea Church ora Land,with ſuch a Church-defolat- © 
ing,&Land-deſtroyin ſtroke,as we have been under,theſe ſo many yeers(thou 2h wickednefle * 
& violence, in this aſſault upon you, is come to luch a Prodigious height, as it isa ſurpriſe 8& } 
matter of aſtoniſhment to all who look on; nay I am perſwaded, it not man y yeers age, joint 


fend, they would have given Hazaelsanf wer) he 15 then particularly pointing at ſome highand 
publick Provocation, which his ſoul hates, wherein that Church & Nation isinvolved, and * 
whereby they have made themſelves deeply guiltie : There is ſome accurſed ching amongf © 
that People, & Church, when he breaks down what he had built, & gives up the dearelybeloves 
ed of his ſoul, in:o'the hand of her enemies : (which is our preſent condition) And when it-is-* 
thus, Iris high time ro awake out of fleep, & ro conſider, whar this is; 8 to enquire, and Ace. 
compliſb a diligent ſearch for finding that out» for which his anger is tallenupon them, leſt God 3 
both ſcarch ou: the iniquitie of that people,till he findenone;& ſearch out the iniquity of their - 
refuſing to ſearch, & then {weep them away, as a generation of his wrath, & ſeperart them for © 
evil, as thoſe in whom his ſoul hath no pleaſure: Nay, that which will certginly makea 2encrnal 
tion, a generation of his wrath, & cauſe tim heap miſcheifs upon them, 8 ſpend hisarrowes - 
upon them, is» when after ſuch a fire 1s kindled, as threatens the conſumption of all, withits* 
fame, men are not awakened toenquire, what meaneth the heat of this great anger? O, when they: 
are ſo imfaithful » as either to be filent» when they ſceitz or are ſooraculous , in their hint. 
ingar the guilt (in ſtead ofacquiting themſelves ſo faithfully ro God, & ſo affe&ionatly to the 
ſouls of the unconcerned, as to point it forth, Gr be ſo plain, as they may thereby cauſe them 
know rheir abominations) as ifthey deſigned nor to be underſtood, I grant, men may miſtalas 
in aſſigning cauſes; and happy 1s that land, which hath theſe amongſt chem, in ſuch a day, : 
whom the mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken, that rhey may declareit, for what the land peti 
eth: And yet, if we will ſearch the Scriptures, and conſult the records of the Churchin her 
veral periqds, we will finde, that publick Church-deioating judgements, had ever theg 
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| ” Treaſon : But I know this may be particularly bogled at, and abominat, as if it were the 
* :revivingand raking againe out of the aſhes , wherein they were burnt » and by the bnrners 
* -defigned for ever to lye buried , of the cauſes of wrath: I need ſay little as to this; Bur 


at the Cauſes of wrath need neither my parrociny , nor Apologie 3 . they carry alongft 
- -theirown {:daud certain evidence with them : and Ijudge many , who did not then ſce {6 
fits as theſe Scers did , who drew them up, and mourned before the-Lord, under the 
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”>convictionofche gu'ltthereif held forth, have fince been convinced totheir. coſt , thatthe 
© ſecret of the Lord was with theſs his Servants ; and.thatthey ſtoodin his Counfel : 
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_ mimiitred to the aaints ang Syficrers for Chriſt in Scotland, 
% - « . " 4 * # , » ca : > _- 
wy 1'Y England and the- Cauſes of wrath in Scotland, ſhall certainly be followed , with a fixe'ah 
WE fierceneſle of indignation » as ſhall make Authors, Aors, Abettors , and Rejoycen 


therear, know what ir is, to give fixth an open defiance ro the Almighty. A Covenant burnt. 
>... and burnt by Authority , infthEſight of heaven , with ſuch hell-black ſolemnities , where 
IE .the great God ts Altera pars Contrahins ,*for Reformation o; R-ligion accord.n2 to his word F and. 
_Vighteouneſſe in walking before him , is ſuch aſin, as may make every ſoul to tremble , at the 
Fore-thoughts of what God will do, for vindicating his glory from rhat contempt thereby | 

. caſt upon him. My preſent buſineſſe is not toaddrefſe my ſelf by way of Teſtiniony;; or © 
riooaks woe rad tothem, who have done ſuch horrid things : Onely IF wiſh» thatthe burning > 

of that City into aſhes , where that Covenant was burnt , rogether with thatnon-ſuch gue., 

and war, may make them rake warning , ereit betoo late], who did this wickednefle : for - 
Alas! all that is come, will be forgotten, when the wrathand vengeance that is yet com- 

ing ſhall be execrrs and mentioned. O England, England, ] feare, I feare thy wohaſteneth t © 

the wrath of God is upon the wing againſt thee. both for breach of Covenant , and 'wipeine © 

thy mouth, as it thou hadft done nothing amiſſe! Thou haſt ſtood andfſeen thy brothers day: __ 
Alas for thy day , when others ſhallſtand aloof from thee , for feare of ſharing in thy judge- | 

. ments ! O how unexamplified muſt the plagues be, wherewith they ſhall be purſued 3 whi 
wickednefſe bath ſucha fingularitie of hainouſneſſe in it, on the ground of [the Righteonſneſs - 

and Veracity of God ! 'i he burning of a Covenant made with God » is a fin, which T 2 
believe neyer had precedent or parallel; and I alſo believe, that the terriblerempeR of che -- 
wrath of God , falling from Heaven, and following this guilt, ſhall for ever fright men , 
from following their ſteps, who for this ſhall þe made ſpectacles of his diſpleaſure - and. * 
documents to the coming of Chriſt , whata dreadful and fearful thing itis , for men, taken © 
red-hand in this wickednefle, to fall into the hands of the living God ! And as for burning 

the Cau,ecpfwrath, | grant that wickednefle hathaperfeR parallel bur of a rremenduous con- © 
ſequence, in Jehojakim's praftice, recorded Fer, 36, 23, where that ungodly King(of unhappy 
memory ) upon hisapprehended reſtitution to freedom , and deliverie from the judgement 

of Bad , purſuing him for his wickedneſſe, is ſo grated with the prophers faithfulneſſe, © 

as he burnt the caſes of wrath : Now let it be taken notice of, how the anger ofthe Lord __ ? 
bu'ntagainſt chis bold burner: ſee his burialand Epitaph Fer. 2.2. 18. 19, but more pareicus 
larly , ſee how for this very conſumating wickednefte, he, and his poſteritie for every are © 
deprived from Crown and Scepter ler. 36. 30. 2.Chro 36. His brother Zedekyab,it is true, was 
made King fora time3 but healſo continued to doevilin the fighr of the Lord , and broke 2 

the Cotenane of God (though he burnt it not) and then, the Lord (weeped that race, for theſe: F- 
rebellions againft him » together with the throne, off the face of theearth : rhus the burgs 

: 1ng.of the Cauſes of wrath , and the breach of God's Covenant » brought down the fire of the. 
F . wrath of God from heaven , which conſumed with its flame theſe, who had dared the; Ts 
mighty after ſuch a manner. As the Kingdome of Iſrae! was put to a period ard periſhed, bes _ 
. cauſe of Hoſheah his breach of Covenant; lorhe Throne of Iudab was riding poſt the laſt ſlagg* 
eo ruine » when it came tothe breaking of Covenant , and burning of the cauſes of wrath : G ad-: . 


_ 
+ 


. would beare with them no longer ; Bur for adding this evil to all the other evils they had®*: 
done inhis fight, he overturned that throne of iniquity , and caſt them out of his fight far” 
ever : \ - + Ca 
Bur, my Friends, that which we are called to mind, in this day of our viſitation isg (6: 
to recolle&t our thoughts, and remember , what was our frame » in-the day , when 

. » 4 : : | "de ES 
thingaoere carriedon, and done before our eyes, what were. our feares for the-woi 
God; what wereour cares, and ſolicitouſneſle-about the preſervation. of {  Precaous 
tereſt. Ljudge, you withallow me to ſayitco you, thatir-wight have beenexpetieds 
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"26 The poor Man's Cup cold Water 
— WAI L | 7 \ 
£5 ad Reformation , purged from the plague of uſurping Eraftianifme , and its wretched brat® 
ured Epiſcepary.” Ler uscall ourſelves tothe remembrance of our carriage, in that day : 
"Were we f:ighted arthe diſmal appearances of theſe dangers , wherewi:h the work of God 
wx chreatned,, by incarcerating ſome of the moſt eminently faithful and uſeful Inſtruments 
= Inthat work > Or were we wakenzd out of our dreame of balcyon day?s of liberty , &c. when 
= the blood of theſe wor:hies was ſhed? Where are the evidences of our love and loyaltie to Je- 
>> us Chrift> arethey extant? are they upon record? can we lay in this 'ay , woven we areas 
8 brokenin the place of dragons, and covered as with the ſhadow of death. that we did neither 
> geal faintly not falſely in his Covenant > Alas! what can we ſay ? what ſhould we {ay ? ſhame 
BY - andconfuhon of face belongs rous: a bluſhing filence will be a fit expreſſion, for a ſtupidicie, 

+ which we cannot ſufficiently lament by words , ner make language of : we w2re in that day 
2 _undertuchan univerſal diſtraction, as borh did preſage and procurethe deſolarions of this day: 
© wewere fooRdinto ſucha frolick, as in theſe irreligious tranſports , we never rem?mbered 
-chere was an Intereſt of Chriſt to be ſeen to, or iecured in the firſt phce , rill we ſaw it was ir- 
Tecoverably loſt: And now, God is righteous, inlaſhing us by theſe very hands, intowhich 
 weputpower to deſtroy that , which we were bound to have preſerved , with the loſs of all 
> things, lifeit ſelf notexcepted, O tor the ſpi.it of repentance to be poured out upon all of us 
- .  thatremain! for, if we were weeping upon him for pardon, taking vengeance on our awn in- 
yentions, and wreitling with him by prayer, and ſupplication ; if we were much.upon our 
knees before him, when we are fallen into the hands of theſe, from whom weare not able to, 
me up, our enemies ſhould not ſtand long upon their feet, who now trod under foot his pre- 
= = ctous intereſts and pzople; fora Saintis a Hercules in genu ; thar foot of pride come againlt us 
> - ſhould ſoons lip, if the Lippings of our own feet, and backeſlidings were mourned over. 
b Secondly , my deare Friends let me beſcech you , vvirthour being miſtaken , as if I ralked to 
©” "thegrictc of thoſe > whom he hath wounded, ſeriouſly to reftect on your frame , and carriage 
E- afterward; andletus conſider , whether we walked mournfully before the Lord , and en- 
2 deavoured to make our ſorrow ſwel to ajult proportion , with the growing deſolation of the 
> Sanctuary , and the growing defeCtion and grievous Apoſtaſie of the Nation from our 
= Covenant, andſolemne Engagements to God: for, of whom and from whom might this 
= have been expected, if notofus? We law the blood of theſe precious Saints and Martyrs of 
© * Jeſusſhed: vve favy the frames of our Government diffolved and overturned : vye ſavy an 
- © AS reſciſſory (the vvickedneſle yyhereof reached heaven?) vve ſavvabominableand abjured 
 Epiſcopacy re-eſtabhſhed by Eavy, and the fairhful Miniſters of Chriſt driven from their flocks: 
E- -thusvveſavy ericho rebuiic; and ſs the Nation becamea Curſe, being ſo deeply and ſo deli- 4 
© _ beratlyinvolved into the guilt of open, ovvned, avouched , and by Lavv eſtabliſhed , per- ; 
== jurie: Novy vvhatdid vvein rhe mean time ? Alas vye had not the ſpirit of the day in ns bpt | 
——vvecarried not as knovying the times and vyhat the Iſrael of God ought to have done: Bur for 7 
Z—allchat vyas yet acted and done , Saran had not drivenour 4poſtafie from God the full lengrh j 
= he meended; and therefore heſti}l drove on ; and remembring vvel hovy he bad been pur 
| _ lee often ſevgnvyayes, before the flameing zeal, and hoy fervour of theſe vyorthies, vvho . 
= had wreſtled that poor Churchintoa ſtate of freedom, from an Exotick hardſhip ,' and the 
+ -balebondape of Prelacy; and hoyv it had come to rhat amongſt us , rbac Jeſus Chriſt vvas. 4 
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- uponthe earth (chough now Alas! we may take up this Lamentatien over our felyes, 
Crown is fallen from our head , woe unto us » for we have famed )” to the cad the mountain of Zi 
might once for all be deſolat, and the foxes , with every beaſt of prey , bear liberty to wal 
upon it, prompred men, having once ſet them a going 1na courſe of defeCtion, to rutites 
ſuch a height of oppoſition ro the Lord's anointed , as never {inc man was upon the earth, 
was there ſuch « Supremacy framed in:oa Law , whereby neme and :hing of all Kinglypawer 3 
is plainly , and explichly taken from , and extorted out of the hand of our bleſſed Lord Jew® 
ſus Chriſt , and given unto , and ſetled upon the King : (O dangerous and unſetling ſeele= ;- 
ment!) now theincommunicable Prerogative of Him, whois King in Sion, and whoſe righoie”: 
is, togive Lawes to rule his own Church and Houle , 1salienat, and appended roche Ine © 
rial Crown of the Nation ; and it is now declared for ever, to beits inherent right, to-diſpole” * 
of , and do in all Church matters , as our King in his Royal wiſdom ſhall think fie: The moſt 
manifeſt, unmasked, high , and horrid uſurpation of the Throne of Chriſt , thatever'the ® 
world ſaw: And the moſt down-righ: contradiction to that declared decree Pſal, 2. thatever * 
was framed or caſt into the mould of a Law , or emitted tothe viewof men. Nays letany 
man of judgement read our Supremacy and that Pſalme, and he mult fay one of rwog that either 
this Supremacy is meant of Chriſt , (though h1s name be notinit, as Was above noted ) ſeing 3 
it comprehends all that Church - power , and aſcribs 1t unto ſome one perſon , without a 
competitor , which onely belongs to him, whoſe Throne is (ec in Lion, by aneverlaſting _ : 
is the glory; Orhe muſt confeſſe ; tharx 


, decree : for his is the Kingdom, his ts the power, aud bis 1s the | 
it is the moſtfpure , perfe&t, and unparalleled contradiction to that decree, rhat ever the £Y 


world ſaw : neither do I remember any thing ſo like 1t, 1n ſenſe and ſound y as what 1s 
have been the language of the heart of the 


recorded by the Holy Gho!t I/+. 14: v. 13, 14. t0 | | | 
King of Babylon: rhou haft ſaid in thy heart (faith the H: Ghoſt) I wil aſcend into Heaven : 1 will 
exalt my Throne above the ftars of God : 1will fit alſo upon the mount of the Congregation , in the fides 
of the North : T will aſcend 2bove the 1 


heights of the clouds : I will be like the moft high : It was cer- © 
come into a heathen's head, that whoſoever * 


tainly a very conoruous and happie notion to 
Harry's, $0 on , and firs:ſupremein the ſides of the North, - 


h there ſetled his Throne , and ſer the Orn- 2 
ment of his beautie in Majeſtic amongſt his ſubjets, ſhould alſo aſcend above the heightat'2 
the clouds, and belike the'moſt High But it was an unhappie miſtake in him , tothink he : 
would ſet himſelfdown in that Chair of ftate , and fit upon that Royal Throne : Bur ro curbthis * 
Inſolent, and ro cure him of this madneſle , the Lord fer him ſome where elſe z and there. .- 
fore ivis added , with an Emphaſis , declarative of his high indignation againft the pride. of” 7 
that petulant Babylonian v. 15. Yet ſhall thou be brought down 40 hell to the _ the pit: And © 
thus his Majeſtic became a mocking ſtock, and the Nations are broughr-in infuſing over hig © 

O its impoflible he 


and finging in derifion : How art thou fallen from Heaven » © L ucifer , &C. 
can fit log , who ſets himſelf down upon the Mediators Throne ! for, thearme of Fehox> 


vah , ſhall ſnatch and hurrie him thence 3 and he mutt catcha ſore fall , whom the great Ge 
+ throwes down » in his indignation! Be wiſe now therefore , O ye Kings , &c. is aneceflar: 


Ttlon here. | | 
aw a] this perperratir: out fighr; We ſaw alſo 
mpliance with this aſurparion® 
bomination (erinthe holy pla 
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fers his throne in the mount of the Congregat! 
which is the Citie of th: great King , who hat 
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Z=Now , when this 1niquitie reached unto. heaven, were the rendings of the Cauls of our 
= 7 hearrs heard alſo. in heaven, becauſe of the hainouſneſſe of this high wickedneſſe > 'did 
= —we tremble at the thoughts of what the zeal of the Lord , for the eſtabliſhment of the 
> «eMediators throne , would doe, againſt the Nation and Church , where this wickednefte 
>” ; had been done, and Chrilt ſo dealt with? What tiring up of one another to mourne to= G 
gether andapart, was there, when now theglory was departed ? ' Were we aſhamed to be 
© ſeen withour the teare in oureye? yea or vvith our heads upon us, vvhen the crovvn vyas 
=>, -takenfrom our Maſter*s head ? or had vveno ule for them but , rhat they might keept rvvo 
=*  :eyesinthem, to mourne ? ordid our carriage witneſſe we were willing to lay them down, 
 <aamdilolſe them, as a Teſtimony againſt the wrong done to our Maſter ?* Alas had we neither 
| -4teares , or blood to beſtow upon ſuch an honourable cauſe and quarrel ? 
> © Let me tell you , my Deare Friends, that as I ſee cauſe of wondering and weeping 
over my own ſtupiditie , who was ſo little affected with ſuch a heart - melcing fight , and 
© -"can attribut it to nothing, but want of a preportioned zeal, that I did not either die 
= of priefe, or onely lived by choice, tolamient the departing of the glory 3 ſo, I cannot 
&- © forebeareto tell you (and now is the proper time for you to think -onit , and be touched 
* - Withit) that | beheld the ſtrange uaconcernedneſle of many amongſt you, in that day, 
Z —- withamazement: will you not bluſh to remember that the Parliament of England , though 
j for the moſt part highly Eraftian , were yer ſo ſurpriſed at the fight of our Supremncy , 
-  - beingtken apprehenſive ofadefigne ro_introduce popery amongſt them , as they no ſooner | 
ſaw it, but they perceived that Scotland, by their newly moulded Supremacy , ſo prodi- 
= gStous for ſize and ſhape, had not onely impowered his Majeſtie for doing that » but 
More allo ; 1t ſo be, he in his royal wiſdom ſaw it fit? This I fay , together with that 
At , for having ſo many thouſand men ready to march at his Majeſties cal! , into any 
part of his Dominions , did much ſtartle that Parliament. But what did you in the mean- 
time? Alas ! it was obſerved, particularly of not a few amongt you (I do not Charge 
all > nay nor any perſon 1n particular , letevety on reflection himſelt ) thatnever was there 
. more graſpeing after the World. never more eagerneſſe to build your own houſes , than 
-inthatday , when before youzeyes, the houſc of your God was taken in poſſeflion , toge- 
-- .ther with an unbrotherly unconcernedneſſe, in the ſufferings of ſuch, who were moſt 
-  :aCtiveinteſtificing againſt this wickedneſſe, and counteratting its defigne : And, my Friends, 
> I muſt be this far plain withyou, that as with much greife of ſoul, I then beheld this 
=. amongſt you ; ſo, Ithenſaidir, and often have ſaidir and rnought u fince , that , for that 
= your Carriage, inſuchadiſmal day, when we ſhould all have been crying, and what wilt 
k _- #bou doe for thy great name? and ſuch a manifeſt leaving of your firſt love, if God ſhould 
- bring an cnemy from the riſeing of the Sun , to puniſh the Weſt of Scorlind with a witneſle , 
- They ſhould ſmart, forwhat had been obſerved amongſt them , 1n that hour : he ſhould ſo 
. -orderthe matter, as, eſcape who would , they ſhould not : Bur the Judgement of God , 
which begins at his ownſhouſe , ſhould either land and lighe there z or lye and reſt there : 
- -M Deare Brethren , miſtake not the defigne of this plain dealing , I dar not daub with 
—untempered mortar, becauſe I would not have you dally in the m tter of -Repentance : I 
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— may ay, my record is in heaven , thatT have not allowed my (elf, tob2 areaſe; fince you 

2: 6 frein: oable : Ler me ſpeake therefore to you, inthe words of the Holy Ghoſt : Heare \ 
_” the rod and who bath appointed it : Learn to underſtand the Language of this Diſpenſation, 
. - Whichit you doe , | your finger will certainly be upon this ſore; and your eye toward the 
- Joneremedy; ſo ſhall you comply with his noble Deſigne , and blefſe him erernally for what 
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in the Sufferings of pane Brethren obſerved with much ſorrow and regret you: 
unanſwerable to the Kindeneſſe of your yourh , and the love of your eſpouſals;' fo, I way: 
refreſhed, upon your behalfe , arid comforted to heare, that there was'a begun reviyew=- 


ing., tor ſome thyme,” obſerved amonglt. yolt3 -and that now at the laſt , your care of, ant” 


concernednefle in the precious Intereſts of Chriſt, began to flouriſh againe 3 and ſome thingy ® 
of old life and luſtre began to appeare , before this enemy broke-in upon you , and thathe® 
who had been ri i2ing Proſperouſly , in many places of rne Land, going forth conquering * 
ſon's, toa compliance with the bleſſed beſigne of the Goſpel ( which is ro crown rhe ca: 
quered) was returning , to give youa new vilite , and to make you ſayourie, as inthed 
of old : But more particularly , what eyer be the wickednefle of men, and yourinnoc: 
as tothem » that our bleſſed Lord Jeſus hath graciouſly condeſcended to take a great Teſti 
mony at once, fiom his old friends and followers in the Weſt of Scotland : he would nor put 
ſuch a Diſcredit and Diſcountenance upon you » as to haveyou behinde other parts of the 3 
land, in filling up that, which is behinde of theafflictions of Chrift, in'your ſufferings for his 
names ſake, & the noble Intereſt of his crown. O now happie and honourable favouritsof fs © 
lortousa King ! would you have wiſhed , that the delivery of Scotland ſhould have gone be-- 
ore this your diſtreſſe ? And that ir ſhould have been your reproach , that you had been laſt 
in bringing home the King , and had ſuffered lealt for his ſake > But now he hath rolled away 
your reproach , and enrolled you amonglt the honourable company of his witneſſes: Of what 
would you think to heare the Mediator make ſucha report of you in Heaven ( for his come 
mendation makes beleevers and ſufferers famous there) as this > Now , what was lackingof.  ” 
a full and faithful Teſtimony , what was wanting, 1r wirnefling a good Confeſſion » amongit 7 
my Diſciples and Friends in the Weſt of Scotland , is ſupplied , with full meaſure , heaped, 
up ſhaken together , and runing over ; They have nox onely given, and given cheerfully , 
' but the very poor amongſt them have given as Kings unto God , becauſe they have given = 
him themſelves , and their little All, O my Friends, if you knew what report he 1s _ = 
making of your ſufferingamheaven , in itead of fincking into a deſpondency , you would - 
be in hazard to be diltracted | 


4 1 1th joy ! However » NOW Bu. hren reJoyce, an now be þ 
th counted you worthy to ſuffer for his ſake > He hath ſera 7 
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eur of his hut, orlittle hele-houſe, or to have been oppreſſed in it, & that upon ſo'noble an 
© account > as itſha!l be recordedin heaven', & reckoned , ashis Teſtimonie againſt the uſur- 8 
#= pation of rhe Mediators throne: This is ſo greaten honour, I ſay , ard athing of ſo noble 
E2>an import, as many a poor man dar not ſuffer Pimiſcl, to believe it for joy: He dare not allow 
> himſelf torhink, that his name, who had folittle toloſe,w1ill be enrolled amongſt the company 
of Confeſſors: but doe not wrong his love, nor rob thy ſelt of the rich conlolation, he allowes 
"Ig thee:For if thowhaſt loſt bur a hair for him,if one of theſe have fallen,or hath been pluck- 
"xd from thy bead,let be thy old blew bonnet ,he will both record it,& reward it:he will not one = 
remember,who have taken joyfully the ſpoiling of their goods; Bur who, when they had no= 
thing of their own ts loſe, had compaſlion upon them who were ſpoiled, & became companies 
-ens,by choice, of them who were ſo uſed: You cannor without. bluſhing think upon the value 
'he vill put upon your ſuffering: & how (if I may ſay ſo) he will magnifie your poor mite, which 
you are aſhamed ro mention. Can you think, without a kinde of pleatiant confuſion, of the 
warme & wonderful welcome, you will getin the other world; when you ſhall be advanced to 
xeignewith him, & heare him ſpeakethele words to you, you are they who have continued with mes =» 
inmy Tentations, & I appoint unto you a Kingdom, as my F ather hath appointed unto me , that you may 
eat and drink at my table, in my Kingdom, & judge them, who now judge & condemne you: yor: 
are the poor company , who were not aſhamed to be put ro ſhame for my ſake; 8& therefore I 
Z  Willnot be2ſhamed of you; butT will confeſle you before my Father and before his Angels 
&- - Youarethey they who haye witneſſed your love and loyaltie ro me,& your zeal for my crown 
” _.andScepter, when your Rulers, as incenſed againſt me , did by their Law Un-king me, & 
-1n perſecuting of you crucified me againe; come,you ſhall enter into my joy, you ſhill fir with 
me upon my throne, & to,the everlaſting can fuſion of theſe my enenues, who would nor that 
"Ffhould reigne over them, they ſhall not onely ſee you crowned ; but crowned upon the ac- 
count of what they put you to ſuffer : Yea, in the day when they ſhall be ſiſted before my tri- 
bunal, ſenrenced & ſhut out of my fight for ever,they ſhall hayeghisagded ro make their ſhame 
-unſpeakeable, they ſhall not onely ſee you glorified with meg when@am ſcrupon the throne of 
"my glory; butficting alſo as iny Aſſeſſors to judge thele your proudperſecurers,8& ſaying Amen . * 
==... tothe righteouſneſle of my ſenterice: All their ſavage ſeverities, & all your ſorrowes & ſuffer- 
-1ngs, willcomeinremembrance inthat day , to be accordingly rewarded : Not onely ſhall 
=. yOu, much honoured Gentlemen, who, in teſtimony, that you dare not concurre in this Oppoſite 
>. Ton to Chriſt, & giye it under your hand ro obſtruct the conung of his Kingdom, by ſubſcrib=* ._, 
 ingſuch bonds, as Tefts of your Loyaltie tomen , which would bring upon your foul, the »- 
= Crimeof leſe Majeſtic; and conclude you guiltie of difloyaltie againlt the Lord's anointed), (for 
= - which noble oppoſition to that courle of tniquitie,lome of you are ſhut up in priſon,othersare 
4 denounced ) not onely ſhall youhave all your lofi&s made up » by that far wore exceeding and 
&* etcrnal weightof glory : O the eterral weight, and the infinir worth of thar glory, to which, 
be All rhe ſufferings of this life are not worthy to be compared! O how much 15 the inheritance of 
+ the ſaints in light, 2nd that hope laid up for you 1n heaven, above your houſes & inheritances 
Ss ar dlands, which you have ventured to loſe for him! Buryou Tenants alto, yea the Pooreft 
gEottar likewiſe , who hath ſufferred any thing for him, ſhall have nolower reward, than the 
zEonfcllors crown, that crown of glory , thar fadeth not away: He w1ll not onely take notice 
© erallthe horrid plunderings , of all the barbarous and inhumane beatings, woundings and un. 
— —heard ofinſolencis, of theſe ſavage Saracens , who have been made uſe of againſt you 3- But 
2 of allyour ſore hearts, ofall your ſmothered ſighs, { for he does not hide his eare ar his peo» 
ples breathing, when the enemy curs off rheir life in the Qungeon, and caſts a tone upon them} | 
#llyour overwhelming greifs, and teares ſhed, not ſomuch becauſe thar the-enemie had _ , 
ed into your houſes , and eaten up your bread;' a$becauſe they had robbed you of the 
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had not been removedinto corners , if your eyes had ſeen theſe , and if you did (till heareth 
Joyful found , & had acceſle to be made glade in his houſe of prayer, it Would have. comfort 

you, overa!] rheſe things you have ſuffered : Bur it is for being robbed of the bread of life you 

weep, the deſolation of rhe mountain. of Zion makes your eyes dim : And will he hol@&his 

peace at ſuch teares ? will he not heare the voice of ſuch weeping? nay all your wariderings: 

are marked, and all your teares, if there were bur one that had rrickled down from youre s 

alwell as your blood is regairded : Thou tell. ft my wandering , (ſaid that perſecuted man ) the 

Pputeſt my teayes (the ward 18 my teare, to ſhew, that not one drop talls by; and that ifir were bue® 

one, itis keeped and well keeped) in thy bottle: he dothin great tendernefle rowards,;you, keep*® 

all the reares you weep in his bottle , thatin due time » he may poure them out to you, in the? 

wine of ſtrong conſolation. His eye hath ſeen, who have been made to ſuffer theſe things from: 

the enemies of humanitie.alwe!l as Chriſtiane, which | forbeare to mention by rheir proper; 

names. as.not knowing (if I ſhould) how to comfor: thoſe, who have ſuffered {uch things>leav=s 

ing that to hiin vvho can, and vvho vvill. He hath raken notice of all the thefrs- commirre? 

amongſt you» the leaſt brat of old cloths . that hath been ſtollen from you , or ſtript off you, * 

bath not eſcaped his obſervation; this 1s marked by him, and marked on purpoſe, that he may? 

in place thereof cloth you with rich and gloriousrobs, and clafſe you in that beauriful cons 

pany Rev. 7, of whom it is ſaid , theſe are they who came out of great tribulation'&c. You are nov 

- Princes in Pilzrims weeds, becauſe, under your rags, l11:s hidea tittle to the glo:1ous crowns? 

bur 1n that day, your rags will be takea away, and y ou vvill appeare illſtrious Princes indei &- 1 

ray the beatings, yea, out ragious boaſltings , and threatenings of the poorett Lad or Laſſe,? 

ſhall not be forgotten; it had been better for them « ho gave the orders, & put them in execu# 

tion, thara mulſton had been hanged abour their neck, and rh2y caſt into the midit of the Seaz® 

than thus to have handled one of his 11:tle ones, upon ſuchan account + nay, the weeping of ? 

poor little Children, for want of food ( while the mothers milk was d:12d up, or was as pot> 7 

ſon) their pale faces , partly with feare, partly wi h famine. ſhall be cemembred, as a part. of + 

your Teſtimomie, and- that which ſha'l certainly fill up the cup of theſe Amorir's, Ky 

Burt vvhar ſhould I ſay ? Beloved Suff, rers , right honourable Nobles , (if inv of your names. ) p 

found in that roi},and found out of the roll of the Banders, for now, it 15 not many noble, and th v 

more the ſhame, and pitie; but if there be bur one or two of that tribe, the more noble) 'much* 

bonoured and happie Gentlemin, who'to make it appeare you have firſt given your own ſelvesuntgs 

the Lord , would not prig with him, about vour houles, your inheritance nor your Jand$3% 

but carried as ar a point, to part with theſ= thing: for him, which you hadreceived from-hinty: 

as having bur lirrle pleaſure to be poſſ:ſted of any thing , after he vvas diſpoſſeſſed by Taw'of® 

hi:houſe, & heritagez [o wicked and vain attempr! their hands ſh-1] not be able ro performe* 

their interpriſe , but the coun'tl of theſe frowards , who wiil wreſtle with him » to wring the? 

ſcepter our of his hand » ſhall be carried head long : Harh he (aid it » And will he not doe it2% 

hath he purpoſed it, and ſhall it not come topaſſe?] And you Tenants, vyho are turned out © 

of cl! , and putin the condition of beggars ( O rich and to be ambiriorat beggarie! ) yea yaw; 

poor Labourers and Servants, who have parted with your all; anditmay be, ycu thou ht 

tolirle. (For vvhen love to Chriſt gives , 1tisſo liberal and open handed, as it gives all=Rt 
fiiit gives the heart to him, 2nd then the houſe and goods for him, & hath a kinde of forraw 

hath no more togive; & the: efore at laſt, to fillup the meaſure che giver throwesIin hi :{cY 

 - and that witha bluſh, ro b* made uſe of in doing and ſuffering for God) aud therefore dia 

vvith a kinde of ſhame, and regrete, you had no more to lole for him: be affured, heywlln 

;foiger this vour work and labour of love, ſhevved for bis name> (ake> nay, beaffured;he' 
repay it with an inconceivable over-plus of everlaſting advantage: Feare nor, lite'e flog 

LY Fathers good | pleaſure , to g've you the Kingdom , ae the words of your Lord and. Malter 

Ss  Hhovvgreatisyourtevvardin heaven! itexceeds both your faith & your fanſie, berhy 
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- —_ The poor Man's Cup of cold Water © 
” thorow nor ſtcale; nay, it js above the rage of menor looſe handed devilsto reach it) vho now 
= zavebecn helped tagive ſuch a proof, that he, who alone isto be feared, is your feare and your 
& "read; and which he hath wrought for you, who have witnefſ2d before the ſons of Men, rhat 
Youcanfollow him , whither ſoever h2 goeth , and that where the King is there will yoube , 
- whether in Life or in Death, and truſt ha with all your concerns, when expoſed to the worſt 
E. that the violence of the vilet of men can make you ſuffer. What ſhould I ſay > He hath pro- 
nounced you bleſſed , who makes you ſo, amidſt all your miſeries; and therefore bleſſ:d you 
”7 muſt be; and ſhall be; ſo thar you have no more to ſay, but be it unto thy ſuffering ſervants ac 
* , cording rothy word ; neither have I, but Amen and Amen, 

FF _ Now, Deare Brethren,though your not having keep,as became you,the Word of his Patience 
 _ hath provoked him, not to keep you from rhis hour of Cemprtation, which is come upon you; 
yet, how hath he both multiplied to pardon, and magnified his grace,even while he puniſhed, 
E 1inkeepingyouin it?And as the obſervation of your former way occaſioned great feares on your 
> bebalfe, leſt there ſh>uld have been a further defeCtion; ſo, when it was ſeen and pur beyond 
> all debate ( though no man would ſufter himſelf to believe, that ever (uch a thing,, which had 
” nocolour of reaſon to cover the barbaritie of it's rage , would b2 put in execution; leſt an 
eafic credulitic of what was not to be beleeved, till rage had quite extinguiſhed reaſon, ſhould 
Z have argued a weakneſſe unworthie of a man : For to have {aid they are men, who Rule, 
” though ſtated encmies tothe wayes of God , might have ſecurcd a perſon againſt the feares of 
> ſucha conr'c) that this evil was determined againſt you , wherein Religion and Reaſon had 
© the defiance at once , 1n the reſoiucion of your ruines: Ijudge, there were never moe payers 
 putup to God, on the behalfe of a partie in the land, then there were for you, that you might 
bY: keept in this hour of temptation, & ſtrengthened with all might, according to his glorious 
>. power, & helped without fearing the wrath of thole, whoſe furie was armed with all the force 
= of the Nation, andto be execute by the molt formidable and barbarovs Inſtrumenrs, to ſtand 
- tout, and to endure as ſeeing him who is inviſible. And now , 1n that God hath not turned 
© away theſe prayers, nor his mercy from you : Burt hath ſtood by you, helped you, held your 
& hand, with held you from that Bcd of difloyaltie to Chriſt, ſtrengrhened you, and keept you 
& from the ſnare laid for you , and this grin of thele workers of iniquitie ; for this pift , I lay , 
* beſtowed upon you, by the means of miny perſons, thanks alſoare given unto God, by many, 
on your bchalfe: And this aboundance of heart-eſtabliſhing, and hand ſtrengthening Grace, 
* beſtowed upon you , by the thankſgiveings of many , redounds to the Glory of God : Deare 
E Brethren, youare now 11 a manner become our joy and crown : This eminent exerciſe of your 
& faith and patience, inthat, while cruſhed by theſe cruel men, you have carried, asnot bein 
moved by apy of theſe things which have be fallen you 3 bur as knowing you are kind 
| zhereunto, hath comforted your Brethren over you,in all your affliction and diftreſſe: And your 
 Randing faſt inthe Lord , hath put many , who ſtood in doubr of you, leſt the temper by 
> This means ſhould have tempted you, and turned you aſide to a compliance with the crooked 
Ewayes of theſe workers of iniquitie , who ſhall be 1:d forth with all thatjoine with them, to 
+ condign2 puniſhment, (but what that ſhall beis unutcerable:) hereby, I fay, your friends, the 
EFvoutersof rhe duſt of Zion, are put roa new difficultie on your behalfe ; for his doing for 
you, above what they could ask or think: now ,«thisis the Echo of their pulſe: O whar thanks, 
can we render again to God for theſe, who haye been thus helped to glorifie him, by ſtanding 
andwithſtanding in this evil day! and for all the joy, where with we joy for their ſakes, b:fore 
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1 a: God: Yea, whatgladneſſe , whar glorying isthere amongſt rhe ſaints for your patience, 
rand falth + 1nall your perſecutions , and tribulations thar you endure ? 


© Butnow, Deare Brethren, tothe end that you may hold on, and hold out,and fo be more than 
nquerours, through him that hath loved you, let me put you in mind. you have nor yet done, 
wghyou have been helped to doe much, by ſuffering much; yet, there is a much behinde _ —_ 
6 done , and ſuffered: Having th fully the Pex I of yourgoods,, and- | 
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Now conſider, thatyou have yet need of patience; for you ſee, rhat the enenjueteeth ithere 
ſet on edge to teare you, they are ſtil] eager in the purſuite: There is need of parts ? 

fore , that after you have done the will of Ge4 { which hath been by a ſuffering of his willin thig® 
juncture ) you may receive the promiſe, Now take unto you the wholearmour of God, that you > 
may be able; having done all theſe noble things, to ſtand: Stand therefore, as reſolved throngh* 
grace » and in the power of his might, to keep your grouud, and to withſtand, that you loſe ® 
not the things , which you have wrought, and let not go a victory ſo neer gained. Read over - ® 
R v. 12, and ſee, how that after Michael and his Angels have encountred the Dragon and his 7 
blake Legions (and muſt ſay , however theſe who marched againſt you were called, a glori- 
ous hoſt, Tdoubr, if ever there were legions , who more compleatly were clothed 1n Satans - _ 
livery, and it was very ſutcable , ſince there was never a company of men gathered together, 
ſince man was upon the earth, wherein the quarrel was ſo formally ſtared againſt the Prince 

Michael) and have overcome by the blood of che lamb, 8c, A victory, in kinde and qualite; + 
much like yours: Now take notice, thatrhe Devil thus caſt down , even while he caſts them -Z 
down, thar with ſtood him; and thus defeat in the death of thoſe , who loved not their lives; 
unto the death, ſtudiesa revenge , and comes down having greatwrath ; Be ſure therefore, +4 
he will endeavour to be avenged upon you, for the broken head gor, at this bout: He will make -% 
warupon you , and mannage'tt with all the force and furie he can, yea withall che fraudand 3 
Helliſh Stratagems (whereof yer I am moſt afraid} againſt that remnant, by whoſe keeping the 2 
commandment of God, and holding faſt the Teſtimony of Jeſus Chriſt, he finds himſelt caſt 
down. He hath had great wrath, againlt a poor feeble company, theſe many years, by whom, _ 7 
after he had hurried all the Repreſentatives of the Nation, into this ditch of dreadful Defe&tis> 
on, & Apoſtaſie & carried them the length, of that heaven-daring act of Supremacy he found ©? 
himſelf reſifted : all the homage he got by this Apoſtafie did avail him nothing , fo long: as 3 
theſe baſe - like and beggarly. Moydecates did nor onely not bow the knee to him 3 bur reſiſted ».3 
him, and withſtood him 3 and by their runing to and fro , he found the knowledge of God © © 
(his great eye-ſore) encrealed, his old nelts herried, his ord,rzary haunts invaded, and-theſe. .- ; 
- darke Dens, wherein he had dwelt without diſturbance , rt. *n in poſſeſſion 3 and his old ©? 
ſervants and ſlaves vindicatinto the glorious liberty of the Sons of God. Sonny himſelf at 
ſucha loſs, & that by a company of un doughts,as they are judged; yea nothings (the fitteſt rhings* 
for this oppoſed Chriſt to work by, and the fitteſt time roo; for by his reigning and conquer= 
ing thus, and by theſe noble and notable inroads he makes upon Satans Territories, he proves ©? 
himſelf che Captain of Salvation, and that King who is in Zion , againſt whom there is no- A 
riſing up , 'againſt whom there is neither countel nor ſtrength, and {ono prevailing 3 how- += 
everexautorat by our Law, & that Law put in execution by all the methods and ſtrengths that We 
they who framed the Law can enforce it by ) hels moreincenſed : Andastoyou, my Dire 
Friends of the Weſt of Scotland more particularly , ſuffer me to ſay , That he ſeems to have'de» = 
viſed that this ſtorme ſhould have firft fallen upon you,not onely becauſe of old Long-ſyne; But, 
25 hoping, that now, after ſo much eaſe you have had, while others werein trouble, and ſome--+ 
remarkable abaremen of that zeal , which ſometime was obſerved to be amongſt you, ( Olet*Z 
never ſuch a ſight be again ſeen:) he would finde you unpreparedroſtandir our, and withſtand 7 
ſach a furious aſſault; and ſo, by your fainting and being toiled, he expected, rharall the re W 72 
of your brethren ſhould have been either trighted into the like compliances , withthis courlg 
ofdefeftions and have been made to couch as Aﬀesberween the burdens; or their refiſtar T 
when relinquiſhed by you, to be bur feeble at beſt , andat lat \uch as wouldE ein thei own: | 

ruine, But now , being ſo far diſappointed, in finding car you have been helped worwark: 
alittle help , bur with a great help 3 and that you bave been enabled through Grace Þ | 
our.ſelyes, asat other times and that the Lord hath ſtood by you, while tuch a Lions 
fools upon you 3 and hath ſtrengthenedyou, and helped you, :o aquite your ſelyes., in; 
Souldiersof Jeſus Chriſt , he hath now more wrath againſt you , 
now megirat zevenge f How doth he now grig is 06 
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upon you? when having ftretched out his hand againſt you , as nothing doubting of the 
Evictory , he finds himſelf foiled, and madeto draw ina ſtump. You may expect then, ro 
© meet with all that the Gates of hell can doto undo you: therefore, be upon your guard : 
; you may expect to be attacqued upon all quarters, now battered with fury , then under. | | 
= minded by fraud , Be ſober therefore , be vigilant , for this roaring Lyon is walking about , ſeeking -h1 
= bow hs may devour you : whom reſiſt ſteadfaſt inthe faith; and to the end he may ger no advan« | 
rage againit you , ſee that you carty as not 1gnorant of his devices, beware of his wiles, 
 » beware of his ſwoothnefſe ; for when he ſpeakes you faireſt, then there are (even abomina- 
- tons in his heart: Be ſure where ever you watch , or whatever you do, to double your 
airds at this paſſe ; forir may be , you thall be yer aſſaulted ar this poſt, and bein greateft 
> hazard, ro beput om of your poſture. by his ſmooth 1nfinuartions: And in order to your re 
& fiftance, and ſtanding it out , both ayainſt the wiles of the Divil, and againſt his open wrath , 
= tet medroptheſe things, and bring them to your mind, 
” FPirſt, Lerme beſcech youro confid-r, what your treaſure is, and ſee to the ſecuring of 
& that, in the right and and the right place: for if thar- be (ſafe, and well laid up, all is 
= well: you may then ſuffer and fing , we will not feare what flechcan do unto us : 1 need notrtell 
# youthat your treaſure is your precious and immortal ſoul : and thar you bave nothing worrh 
& keeping, nay, nothing that 15 truely renable , or that can be keept, bur that; for it is 
> Chriſt's own account, who knew rhe worth of fouls, what hath a man profited . faith he, if 
- bechould gaine the whole world and loſe his own ſoul > and the words added , or what can a man 
give mexchange for bis ſoul? are reſolveable in this other queſtion , whath bath a man loſt , if be 
= sbould loſe the whole world , and ſave his own ſonal > O what can be gaine, where the gainer is 
= etervally loſt? or waat can beloſs, where the loſer is laved, and forever made up! Nor 
need I tell you, that itis for rl1is precious treaſure , that looſe handed Devils hunt ; and ro the 
end your enemy may get hold of this, aud run away withit, he hounds-outſuch emiffaries , 
= aSyou have had todeale with , that you may be hurried , bv their horrid ſavageneſle, into a 
E ſolicitouſneſle, how to preſerveſome things out of their grips, till he run away with his 
prey, while you are noiſ{ed into..n oblivion of your grear Intere f. Nor need I tell you, thar 
L—thealone way to ſecure this your treaſure, 1s, ro commit the keeping of ir ro Jeſus Chritt : 
= for wien it is in his hand and cuſtodie it is ſo ſure, as no man, no Devil, can pluck ir 
© out; for he is ſtronger then all: Ye ſee that in a day of fiery trial, and when judgement 
= muſt bezin :tthe Houſe of God, and when ihereis a muft be of tuff ring according to his will 
> for all that would do his will, this is the happieadvice given, and alone expedient that will x 
= anſwerthe end propounded 1 Pez. 4. laſt, wherefore { {aich he ) let them wooſuffer according to the | 
= will off God commut the keeping of their ſoul to him in well-doiug , 1. e- 1ndotog theſe very thin-s, 
& for wirch they ſuffer all theſe evils of affliction ; for rharis particulacly the preſent well doing 
© according to his will, and ſo often as the doivg of his will may infer danger » let this act 
& ofcommiting the ſoul to him be renewed; that fohis will may only be done, and his way 
+ Keept, with a holy undauntedneſſe of couraye , in the day of moit deſperatdanger O ! bur 
= the ſoul ts ſafe that is commitred unto him : we cannot pollzfle our ſouls 1n parie'.ce . while we 
keep. them in our own poſle/lion in ſuch a day ; becauſe, we cannor ſecure them 3 but 
= then arethey truely qur own, when wehive given them away to himto keep, and we may 
—thenpolicffe them in patience, when they are in his poſſeffion ; thismade the Apottle 2 Tim. 
© T. 12. enjoy a {weet ſerenitie in a very ſtormy day , the perſwaſion of His being faithfull 
=o his rruſt, and able to keep that; which he had commitred nnto him » fortified his ſoul 
=—agaialt all feare of what could befall him, in following the Lord , and hardened him, into 
a holy mi{regaird and contempt of the ſhame ofthe Crofle. Therefore, deare Brethren, ler 
- his be rhe 'greareſt haft with you, and the firſt haſt roo; tor he wiltdo nothing ſora man, nor 
- UnJertal ro. concerne. h:mſelfin him , or his affairs , till he have committed his ſoul cohim 
- 481 e fir place; And whenyou haye done this , andro the end you may inttus warfare attend | 
> _- FL | "os | . 8 upon 1 of - 
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upon the Lord without diſtraRion » commit all beſide to him, that you. would have ſafe #2 
if a manlove any thing ; then the onely way tokeep it-, from being loſt ,” isto put it into hig 


hand ; for he nor onely keeps all their bones , who entrult him with their perſons , that nong”” 3 
of them arebroken; {( when he intends nota greater good to them by the contrare ) bug-the © 
very hairs of their head are numbered, and notone of them can be touched , or fall to the 
ground without him. Therefore having truſted him with your ſoul, v hich 1s your treaſures 
| trut him with ail your other Jittle tries roo: He will rake irill, 1f you doe other wiſe 
Xx Andif it be good for you » to have theſe preſerved , he will keep them , even to your old 
'$ ſhoes: the Angel will not lex Peter loſe his Sandals , or leave them behinde him z 10 the pri» 
F - ſon : Pur your wives , your children , your eſtats, your names , and reputation , yea, 
| whatſoever is deare un'o you , in his hand; andall is ſafe. O but that perſon may be ſe« 
cures amicſt :he boiiterous blaſts of affliction, and the rempeſtuous rowlings of rhe raging 
g: ſeas of trouble, whoſe p2:ſon and eftare is infured in the inſureance chamber of heaven? Sure, 
K he who hath committed all to him may ſleep ſweetly , (becauſe he is ſafe} amtdit ail dangers; 
fince the peace of God ( flowing from , and following ſuch a commitment) which paſſerhall 
underſtanding, gairds the h2art and mind , through Chriſt Jeſus. S 

Secondl», when you have thus committed all you would have to tits keeping, rothe.end, you 
may keep his way , when affaulted by Adverfaries, and carry with that Gallantry, which' 
becomes the Souldiers of the Captain of Salvation, make uſe of your allowed ſtrength and 
furniture : For you arenor called ro this warfa!e on your own charges: The King beares 
all the coſt ; ſo thar you have a bro2d boord to take a ſufficiency of ſupply for all wants and 
weakneſle off; and therefore you are not ſo much to conſider what you have or want in your 
ſelves, in order to your thorow bearing, and what you can do or endure, in order tothe ob- 
taining of the victory 3 as whathe will be ro you, 1n thathour > and do for you; and accors 
ding to this reckoning you may ſay , when we ar? weake then are we ſtrong : And when we can 
do nothing , yet we can doall things , and endure all things, through Chritt ſtrengthening, 
or putting powerin us : and we may reckon alſo upon the victory 3 you even you , little ones , 
8 have overcome them 5 ( ſaith he) b:caule jironger ts he that is in you, then he that ts in the world : 

Ss Be ftrong therefore in the Lord and in tg power of hismight : Lay in ſtore of ſuftering Gra- 
CCS » put on the whole Armour of God ( ſairthe Apoſtle) #bat you may be ableto ſtand ; he 
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hath prepared that Armour for you » and iris proof, and he orders you to put 1t on, and 

5 therefore he doubles the exhortation , take unto you therefore the whole armour of God , that you -N 
% maybe ableto fland in the evil day , and having done all to fland. ] ſhall not inſiſt on the particu- © 
F- lars ; but leave that known place Epheſ.6. to your meditation : One!y ſee well ro theſe, - 


three Cardinal Graces , as ever you would lock for the Conquerours Crown : firſt . See well "= 
to vour Faith » above a! ( ſaich he ) taktsy the ſhield of Faii h: I cannor here hint the untyerſal | 
uſefulneſſe of faith , in this wa: fare ; nor how it fteels rhe ſoul with fo much {toutnefle ; as. 
itcan make a perſon look the very King of terrours out of countenance, with a feartefſe 
miſregaird : In God Ihave put my truft ( {16 that holy Man: ina very de\, erat, danger; and * 
: '  thenheadds) I will not f:are what fl. [h can do unto mee Faith not onely lees that, thorow all . 
darke and di'mal appearances, which is of infintt value above all ſufferings 3 but 3 asit ine * 
rerefleth the foul in that great goocdneſſe , it prompts witha holy fortitude , and with a pes * 
remptorinefſe of reſolution and comage forcerh its paſſage , in order to poſſeſſion , thorow F 
Devils, Dangers, and Death ir ſelt : Bur confider particularly , how faiths a ſhield , that * : 
you may uſe it as ſuch » { O bleed be H= eternally, rhongh your enemies can take your, old | 
ruſty ſwords, they cannot ſpotlyou of vour faith, and ſothey cannot conquer you: For = 
this is the vidory whereby you over come the world , even your faiths} Now faith is a ſhield, anda" = 
ſhietd of ſalvation, becauſe ir interpoſeth God and his omnipotent power to protect, be- > 
ewixttheman andall that oppoſe him - and whatſoever would hurt him : When Davie is put 
to fice {rom the face of ungodly Saul and his he - Grandees ; and -bides bimfelt oe by 
£8 $89 234d3 | 'D 3 | - Id 
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Bf. 5.7: I. ann my ſoul trufteth in thee ({aith he ) yea inthe ſhadow of thy wings will T make my refuges 
 8ill theſe calamities be overpaſt, O when there is nothing ſtanding up between God and the ſoul, 
= andGodſtandsup between it and all that would harme it, bur the man is ſafe | This blefled 
[= ſhicld + it both beares the man who bears it, and it beats back all rhe blowes of adverſaries, 
> foas byarcebound their ſword enters into their own heart: He knew of whartuſe this was tos 
2 ſoul, who ſaid I þ :veprayed that thy faith failnot : And theperſon to whom this was 
faid , having got adangerous fall, and having been ſhamefully foiled , through the tailing of 
his faith » yer being by grace recovered, gives this advice to theie who would ftand, when 
the devil is aſaulting rbem on all hands : 1 Per,5: 8, 9. whom reſijt jiedjajt inthe faith: And 
when heis thus reſilted, he flees: heſees, itsin vain to throw his fiery darts at him, who can 
 makeule of this ſhield : hold up thy ſhield, and Satan cannor hold up his tace 3 bur will flee: 
_ ? becauſe, as God hath in mercy and love engaged himſelf rothe ſoul, to ſtand by ir, 
and with his omnipotent ſtrength ſupport it in the evil day z fo faith Jaies hold on his pro= 
muſe , and rakes himar his word ; and rhus interpoſerh an omnipotenr God , berwixt itand 
all enemies , and then he ſtretches our his right hand againſt the wrath of an enraged enemy - 
hence amongſt the reſt of the great things aicribed to faith Heb. 1x. theſc are not the leaſt 
Ve 333 34. Who through faith ſubdued Kingaomes fopped the mouths of lions , quenched the vie= 
lence of fire , eſcaped theedge of the ſword , out of weakeneſſe were made ſtrong, waxtd valiant in fight: 
8urned to flight the Armies of the Aliens : ina word , hethat makes uſe of this ſhield is ſafe, and 
compleatly ſheltered , with the ſaving {trengrh of the righr hand of an omniporenc God : and 
ſhall be made to finz,, when all his enemies , that compaſled him about as bees ,, buzing and 
burning in their hatred , are quenched , asthe fireof thornes; #he right hand of the Lord hath 
done valiantly , the right hand of the Lord is exalted , the right hand of the Lord hath done valiantly, 
O whara compleat {ecuritievs this ſhield , inan.1ll day; and therefore , when the Apoftle 
was {olicitous abour che Thefſalenians, ata time » when their Adverſaries dealt with them, as 


menof the ſame Spirit, and malice, deale with you , heſaiesI Thefſ. 3: 5. for this canuſewhen 


F could forbeare no longer , I ſent to know your fat Imperting , that all would be well, and 
they would be viors, if that was well. Secondly, (ee well to faith's companion, and thatis 
Love ; this is faiths ſecond ; or the way how faith engages and goes to action » is by affection: 
O Love 1sa great Champion ! It will not be boaſted or bufterredintoa baſe deſerting of the 
beloved, by whatall the power on the carth, ina conjunction with the gates of hell can 
do: Ithath ſaidir, and-\worneit,, where ever Jeſus Chrilt is, there will I be , whither in 
life or in death: And Satan is ſowiſe as not to aſſault a foulin it's warme fits, knowing 
well, that many wateis of alliiction canaor quench that flame 3 bur reſiſtance will make 
tove the more fervent, and the Lover the more fervid ana forward ; and theiefore, to the 
. end he may prevaile, his metho1 is, how to make ſouls hrft luke-warme, by ſtealing away the 
fewel, whereby that holy fire is fed ; or by his ſlight, rurning the current of the aftections 
that they may fun in another channel , than God » wardand Chritt - ward and heaven-vard :; 
as knowing well hovv poor ard puſilanijmous cicatures they quickly become 3 vvhen their 
E  coaliscecled or quenched , and hovv eafily tazy are overcome and fo:1-d , when they fall - 
© from firlt love : Od my Brethren , (ceto get and keep your hearts warme.,, worke hard in ga» 
E hering fewel for loves fire, O how much is it of the concernement of eve. y Saint , to-have 
” - fire burning in his boſome, in this day, when the fire of ery tryals 15 burming abroad , 
= andabouthim ; when enemiesare in rage, and hell-hot, thisflame of God , this h6ly Love, 
= burning heaven - hot, will afford the {oul true courage ro reſiſt that rage , whereby chey aſ- 
2 Ault andare acted. And tothis purpoſe, it is remarkablc 5 that the Apoſtle Zude , having 
© Wrtitcen his Epiftle for this endalone, to excite ro an earneft contending jor the faith; Jn order 
=> 20 2 rcadineſſe and reſolutneſſe ro undertake this heavy work of holy contention , he onely 
> exhorts rothis one for all v, 21. Keep your ſelves (ſaith he) in the love of God; It is is true, he men» | 
= Honeth fairb in the foregoing yerſe , but iris as relating eo this love , and as that which fur® , _- 


<0 EEE 
. of 2051 425 * YE 
_— 7 F857 » 


aL 
v -* 1 
xt ie 4 ® 1 
5 C : 
* © y —_— 
: Fe þ £0 
3:0 | Wo Eb A. 
oo 9, "Le Wo. 
= Fa 2 
Fe bn, b 0 8-37 oy 
ihr o 
% Ss 2. © _— _ . 
& =" l z. i, a 
2 ie . | FN ; 4 
”— e I ' a 4 ; - Fd of —Y ” P , - % : by N y/ 4 Oy” 
4 n 4 , _ | % _— %. « kg tots, © T «uit "oa Fey KEI” pt . - o / , 
OST IMASTI SEE p ng ta A in 4 _» 4 7 OTST 6 Sat RF EF + \ —* 7 . . 
\ : o \ "7 Ce - F F" 2 q vs " y om 
« » mY . LL A 


ts als / ” eta "A Wt  W Is - 6 "I 1th : ps 4 hk wh Wu 7 ” ws | : EO "I 
| miniſtred tothe Saints and Sufferers for Chriſt in Scotland? **%# 
' Niſheth feel to its fire: And he ſpeaks of prayer in the Holy Ghoſt alſo,” as that, whichblowes © 
away theaſhes , and blowes up that fire 1ntoa holy flame : And then he ſubjoines hope, ag 
that , which ponres oile upon the fire, and makes the ſoul thorowly candent, And this leads © 
me in the Third place , to ſay, See to your hope alſo: When eyer you get anallarm, or are © ® 
called to the confli, call far your helmet, and clap icon your head , and clafpeit well, ang | © 
ſo, the head being gairdrd, the heart is much without feare: while love to Chriſt makes a man © © 
yenture upon ſw1minz thorow the ſalr fea , infollowing of him : And faith is his skill in 
ſvvimeing , and the ſtrength ofhis armes; ſo, when tne waters go2 over his head, hopes 
the Cork that keeps his head above, till he ſwime ſafe to the other thore , and thorow all the 
ſeas berwixt him and heaven. And therefore, the Pſalmi#f , percerving himſelf ready ra fink» 
ſaith , why art thou caft down o my Soul? hope thou in God , &c. O how yyvell will thishelmer of 
lively hope guard the head , againſt all the darts ſhot from the fury of enraged Adverſaries, 
and likevvile againſt all their fraud aad flattery ( for theſe are the two deadly enemies hope 
hath todeale with ) by raiſeing the ſoul intoa contempt of what the vyorld can offer , from 
| thenoble and none ſuch expectation ir hath lard up in beaven ! Nay, this Grace 1s of ſo much 
uſe ro the ſaints as the Apoltle ſaith , we are ſaved by hope : Now therefore make uſe of your 
hope, yea, hold faft the rejoycing thereof firme unto the end , and it ſhall provetoyoua helmer 
of S:ilyation indeed: It's exerciſe is, to raiſe up the deſponding foul above all dark and 
diſmal appearances , and to ſtrengthen faith 3 and therefore we are ſaid , in hope to belteve a- 


_ gainſt hope. 

Novv » Deare Friends, having interjeRed theſe few things of many, with a neceffitar 
briefr,efſe, and blunt abruptneſſe : Ler me returne, to where I lefr: Fiz, Reſolve for 
ſuffering, and feare none of theſe things which you ſhall, or can ſuffer : onely feare to offend 
your God, andgrieve your bleſſed guide: onely feare that feareful and great name ,* which 


theſe men , who would put you in feare, have taken in vain: feare God, and then you need 
eare nothingelſe: Forhe, evenhe alone is to be feared: You may be bolgaFhons , whoſe 
bleſſedneſle 1s both heightned and haſtened by the worlt the world can d& witw you , becauſe 
you feare him : Let that bleſſed feare of God gaird you againſt thar baſe feare of man» ,yyhictr | 
h hath deen amoneſt us, hath ren&#ed us 


even bringeth a ſnare : Oh the want of this whic Jt 
unfic for this holy vvar , vvherein vve ſhould hayeplaid the men , for our God , andthe glo- 


rious Concerns of his Croyyn and Kingdom! O vvhenvvill our heart ſome, hardie & reſolute 
pw ng-to our hand to his vvork , in the face of the greateſt hazard , prove , that he hath pur 

is feare 1n our hearts? for this feare not onely ſurniſherh with reaſon againſt the feareof* 
frail fecklefſe man , who cannot when he hath done what he can reach his hand beyond the: 


Grave: And therefore our bleſſed Lord Jeſus Chriſt, argueing his Diſciples, whom he 
when perſecure by the rage of Kings & 


ſent out to Preach the Goſpel, into an holy conn v_—— po—_ 
e: O when villke ſhorten theſedayes for 


Councels far Preaching ( which is this day our ca 
theeletts (ake? ) he doth ir by this argument Mas. 10: 28, and Luk, 12. 4, .— Bc not 4/rait 


of them that kill the body and afier that , haveno mere that they can dve : ( O bleſſed be he for that: 
cannet 3 and for this alſo » thar theſe upright ones , whom they for thisperſecute , ſhall haye: 
Dominien over their perſecuters in the morning! ) But L will forewarne you whom you ſhall feare ,, 
fear him , which after h: bath killed , hath power to ca#t into hell, Yea I ſay, unto you feare him + 
But as it furniſhed with reaſons , it fortifiethalſo , with rich and refrething ſupplies : Forie 
hath the goodnefſe of God aſvvel as the greatnefle of his terrible Majetty , for its objeCt +: * 
and hereby is the. hart emboldened, and the hand ſtrengthened ro ſtruggle wirh wiatfoever-- 
difficulties and danger : Naw th-refore , My Friends, to make it appeare, that«=God im 
moking you new Creatures,. hath made you. men of o:her metrat> and Spirit ,. then the men.” 7 


_ 
» » A ” 
: : - * . 
--— © * © 
S . 


ky ng y ; - : 

- > ofthe world,and caſt you into an orher mould; whereas their tranſgreſſions ſay plainly yyihy - +» 2 
== inthe heart. ofevery man ( vyho hath norrhe heart of a beaſt ) #hat there ir no feare of God bee. | © 
*- vets 10, 1 feare af him, and your feare becauſe of charto ly vvith their: - 
©; forecheirqer; io, Ieryour care of him, and yogr fe tharto comply yrich tein!» 
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= wicked lawes, which they have made, make it appeare, you have ſet the Lord alwayes before 
©, you: Leryvharever you dot or ſay , vvhen called toa compliance vvith the oivls i Cour ſe 
= of iniquitic, have this plain import, and prattical ſenſe, how can we dot this great evil,and ſin 
 - againſt God? Heisagreat God, and heisagood God, and he is our God, and therefore we 
- >, darenot, wecannot, we will not offend him , ro pleaſe our perſecurers. 
But., Deare Friends, whar have you to fare in following him > give it aname 
if you can , that the names of ſweernefle , ard ſalvation , which are in him ( and 
as his name is» ſoishe) anſwering the name of whar ever you have to feare , may make it a 
nothing; orifit be any thing , ſuch a thing , as he chang th its very nature and qu-liry, and 
makes pay rhe toll and tribute of good to you, Do you feare, they will l:ſh you with their 
, tongues, which are as arrowes ſhot out , and load you with reproaches > Kemember then, 
whoſe words theſeare : if you be reproached for the name of Chriſt » happie are you ; you may not 
onely deſpiſe rhis ſhame , biit weare it as your crown, and humbly boaſt of ſuch a cognizance 
of your Iove and loyaltie ro Chriſt : becauſe the reaſon , adduced by the Holy Ghoſt , doth 
Put the happinefle of ſuch beyond debate: for, fairh he , the ſpirit of Glory ard of God refteth 
Wpon you : as the ſpl it of Satan and of ſhame raye h in theſe reproachers ; ſo the Spirit of 
Glory and of God reſterth upon you. Are you afratd thar b-ſides rtheſe laſhings, you ſhall alſo 
be putto loſe, for his ſake > But why ar: you affraid of an impofſivilitie > If God hath ſaid it 
Cannot be, 1tſhallnotbe : why do youg:ve ita being 1n your imagination to torment your 
ſelves> or why are you not rather afraid , to lole the hundred fold in this life, even with 
perſecution, and then thaterernal life, and that immortal crown , which is enlured , by 
the uafailing faithfulneſſe of God , to ſuch loſers (:f 1 may abuſe language, in callling ſo 
= gainers » loſers) in the other life 2 for if you ſifler with him , yuu ſhalt reigne with 
um: what; will you be frighred our of the way , becauſe of the manifold temprations , 
-and troubles you are expoſed unto, by keeping of it > No: ler rhis fortifi againſt thar 
frighring feare , rhat as you are partakers of the ſuffering » ſo ſha!l you be of the con'olarion 2 
you ought rather to fzare, to rob and deprive your ſelves, ina day, when ſuch favours are 
a dealing , of that ground of rejoycing , that a participation of the ſufferings of Chritt af 
fords : O happie and bleſl:d participants of his ſufferings! for , wh n his giory hill be re= 
vealed , you alſo ſhall be made glade with exceeding joy : O) how cordial! 5 how corrobo- 
rativg is {ſuch an expectation ? 1t will m. ke the expeCtin” rejoice , with 'oy unſpe.kable and 
full of Glory : this is heaven (inall the he 1s of trouble » on r':1s fide of h-aven) anridared : 
for, thi» 15 to be partakers already ( a+ the Apoſtle's phraſe 1s ) of the glory to be revealed. 
Do you feare ſuTering , for that very cauſe-, wh:ch he hu h no+ onelyſo often owned 3 bur 
for owning of which , your blefled Lo. d and Viaſte: died , as a Martyr > Orare you not ra- 
ther afraid , (I hope you are ) thit when ]:(us Chr | ſh 11 comero judgement, and fiton 
the Throne of his Glory, and bring forth Scotland”. Cuven int made with him, ro be found 
amoneſt choſe , whole ſenrence 1s ſealed under their own han.1 ; for their ſfinis open, and 
- gone before hand to judgement? ©) dreidfil mav the exy-ct.cion of the hearts of every 
-— manof thembe, in thatday, who have tiad hand in tha huinous wickednefſe , when che 
= A&reſciſſorie ſhall be brought forth , and laid bele+ that Covera't; and the queſtion pur to 
= theſe pannels, trembling before the Pri>anal of Chit; is this the performance of your 
= Oaths, Vowes, and Covenant - engage nen'sro me? are you not afraid in that day tobe 
2 claſſed fif but fortheI-aſt complizice ) amongit t"oſe , wi o ſhall bz tound guiltiz of Leſ#- 
Majeftie againſt the Son of God ? agunlt h:m , whorthen ſhull judge them? will there bea. 
py. ſoul at that appearance, who dare avoach his having had a hand, in framing ſuch a miſche.fe 
= as our Subremacy intoa Law ? or wouldit not rather be terrible toyou, to think , that liv- 
= Inginſuchatime» you ſhoald not have witneſſed agunſt theſe high and hainous wickede - 
- *nefles> Would you want the ſhare of che commendation, and the glorious reward , that © 
en his witneſſes > What if you ſhould weep, yea and die in priſons Bens 
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that there you way enjoy the glorious libertie of the Sors of God , and be feaſted 'inyour 

& + > "Fetters, withthe fruition of himſelf, and have your darke dungeons hung (if Imay ſay ſo) - 

F (- with the very Arrasof heaven, which 1s the preſence of God, that can make theſe-naltie-- 

7 Þ and noiſome holes, whereinyou are as buried alive, preferable incomparably ro all the . Pa-* 

| laces of thoſe . who perſecute you. O there is no compariſon! Beſides this, I ſay which © 

3 is the hundred fold ren thouſand times told , our of theſe your priſons, you ſhall be brovghe © 

' ro reigne , and have all your tearers wiped away , and your priſon rags taken off, and your * 
rich robs, wherein for ever you ſhall reign, pur on, Nay, what if youſhould beflaine for 
the word of God , and put to ſwime1n ro eternitie , in a ſea of your own blood ; what 
have you tc feare ® Thoughl walk thorow the walley of the shadow of death , 1 will fearehno ill, 
( ſaith the Pſalmiſt | forthou ar: withme O the preſence of God with you, inthat hour , will 
make 1t aſweet and ſhort paſſage ! would you nor rather choiſe (it you durſt make a choice) 
to enter etternitie , at this paſſage, and go, and take up your place, amoneft the ſouls of 
your brethren under the Altar, there to cry with them , How long, © Lord God holy and true 
&c. thar, to be found, inthe croudand company of theſe Kings, Captains » and Coun- 
cellours, &c. who ſhall be made ro cry ro the movntains , androthe rocks, to fall onthem, 
and hide them , from the face of himrhat fitrech upon the Throne, and fromthe wrath of the 
Lamb? O the wrath ofthe Lamb, in that day, falling upon thoſe his now ſtated , and ſtout= 
hearted enemies, will make them change their note! The haughtie mockers ar the prero- 
pative of this exalted Prince Jeſus, whothen $hall judge theſejeſters the menacers of his Sub-« 
jects, and the perſecuters of his Saints, for not complying with their God- dishonouring, 
Chriſt - dethroniny courſes , and contrivances , Shall then know whar it is, to baye lifted up 
their head ayainſt heavy 'n, and their heel againſt his poor people, waom they trod under 
foot! O the yelluch, that will beamongit Kings, and Caprains, and Counſellours, whenhe 
Shall ſp cake10 them 1D his wrath, and vex them in his ſore diſpleaſure , for haying ſaid ( and 
eflayed it too ) let us burſt ther b:nds aſunder , &c. | 5 
 Ishallnothere trouble you, with the obſervation ofthe tremenduous judgements of God, 
whereby ſome, - that hav- been aCtivein theſe curſed courſes /tnavebeen hurried out of the 
world ; nor with an accouvt of the anguish and agonies , under which others of them, 
havedied ; aur yct ofthe rare Teftimomes, which ſome, who obrained mercy andgrace to 
repent , gave apainſt this wicked courſe, wherein they had concurred, and fer that cauſe, . ® 
which they had perſecuted : though he , who regairds not theſe works of the Lord > norcon- 
fiders theſe operations of his hand , hath and bewrayerh ſad ſymproms of blindnefle and 
obduration : reither $hall I bere further then hint, to the end you may , for your eftablish- 3 
ment , take notiee of it, how wickednefle hath abounded amongſt , and had a dominion x 
over thoſe, who have broken his Coverant: As if, all former reſtraints being taken off, - 
he had fſaia , henceforth my ſpirit chall na more ſtrive with 'them: for , Alas iniquitie of all 3 
forts hath ſo abounded , fince the Nations enacted revolt-from God ; as the way of the LS 
generalitie ( Orhat they , whoſe feet go down to death , and whoſe ſteps rake hold on hell 5 3 
may conſider it, and be reclaimed ! ) if the word ofthe I.ord be true, that without holmeſſe 7? 
no man Shall [ce the Lerd ; andthar heavenis ſuch a place, as there shall mno wiſe enter there |= 
any thing that defileth , neither whoſoever worketh abomination &C. hath everlatting ſeclufion 7 
from the preſence of his glory , written onit : ſo that he who would be faved, muſt fave” - 
himſelf from (his generation » who.rejoyce ro do evil, and delight in the frowardnefle of: 
the wicked. Since we broke our Covenant made with God, binding vs$ro nothing, but aw © 
abiding with bim , and walking before him , in our reſpective capacities 3 Satan hath gor leave, 
to open very fluce of hell, and drown Brittan with ſuch a deludge cf profanitie , that then 
multitude ( yea and they who are chiefe in theſe rebellions againſt God , are chiefeinall thele Ke 
other: proyocations } ar? carried down the current, fwiming , and finging , in this impure; 


<> 


pudle of all impietie againft God , never conſidering , tha tius ftreame will at laſt ſweep > 
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Z-them down, and ſwallow them up , inthe lake of fire and brimfton; All theſe put together | 
may make you feare , tofall in with their way , left you fall with rhem, 1n the hands of the 8 
= - living God. If they cannot give you ſecuritie againſt this, and that is impoſlible ; for the 1 
- - redemprion of their own ſoul muſt ccaſe for ever, 1f rhey both ceaſe notto goon , and ſor 
= *rownot for what they have done : Feare you:not therefore their fear; onely feare to for. 
fake God , as you would not be forſaken of him : Nay , leryour fortitude in retuling their 
Þ- blake bends , whereby, asthe binder binds himſelf ro an oppotittion to Chriſt , and the com- 
> -ingofthisKingdome; ſo he binds over himſelf to the curſe of a broken Covenant, either *. 
- Fright them, into a forbearance , or put them under the dreadful apprehenfions of what 
they may expect , for oppoſing his Chriſt , perſecuting the Goſpel, and uſing his (eryants 
ſo, who darenot, in running with them to theſe exceſſes of wickedneſle, run upon the 
-boſſes of the Almightie his bickler ; bur rather did chotle to ſuffer .any thing , 
that they might be found uprighr and innocent from theſe great tranſgreſſions, and ſo 
eſcape that wrath of the living God , wherewith all the contrivers , all the preſleis of 
theſe bonds of 1n1quirie , all rhe perfecuters for not complying with that decreed wickeds 
neſſe, all the pleaders forit, all the pal'jaters of this impienie , all the Inftruments made uſe 
of to help foreward the aftliction of his poor people, for their refuſal, all the rejoycers at ' 
his peoples calamitie , and connivers at theſe courſes yea, andall who according to their - 
"place, ſtation, and as they are called , do not faithfully witnefſe againſt this courie of ini- 
gquitie , ſhall be certainly purſued , if repentance prevent it not, overtaken, and ſo periſh 
eternally : there 15 no Law-borrowes againſt the written vengeance , for the perſons of theſe 
practices. | 
But, that which I would more particularly point-ar, te fortifie your hearts againſt the feare 
of wiat you may be putto ſuffer, even though it ſhould come to the laying down of your 
lives, is, the refreſhful and reviving remembrance of his great gondneſle to them, who 
went before you : you need nec, in order to your eltabliſhment , run ſo far backward as to 
the records and experiences of former generations; but I may ſa”, as you hve heard , ſo have 
you ſeep, intheC'tie of our God : Call toremembrance what you have been witneſſes to , what 
= notafew of you have ſzen with joy , and all of you have heard with gladneſie; yea, your 
> enemies have beheld it with confuſion of face, ſhame, griefe, and altoniſhment :* to wit, that 
&  fingular heart-ſolacing and ſhining preſence of God , under which theſe your martyred Bre-. 
> -thren were, attheirdeath, It was evident , he d1d not ſo much leave them, into the hands 
of them who hatedrhem, totake away their lives; as, becanſe.he was fo weil pleaſed with 
their zealous fervour,their fidelitie and fixedneſſe in his way (which made them, in Teſtimos= 
ny of their love to him , notto love their lives unto the death ) he therefore brought them 
> forth, toCrown them , inthe ſight of theſe who killed them, and in that Crucitied their ”.. 
© Maſteragaine; while they witha keen crueltie kill:d, he crowned with loving kindneſſe, 
and kiſſed their ſouls our of them ; kepped them as they tell; carried them off the (caffold in 
- embraces, toprcſentthem to his Father, and (et the Martyrs Crown upon their head. Ireed 
not inſiſt ina matter ſo manifeſt , as it is beyond the lidings or denyings of thoſe , who put 
-<them to death , and hath alſo cauſed ſo many thanksgiving unto God amongſt the Saints 3 
= fotharT may aske you, what do you feare ? Do you feare fruition? Do you feare that they 
E whocaftyou inthe fiery furnace , ſhall ſee the Son of God walking with you in the midſt of 
zthe flames ? Do you feare, to be ſeen made more then Conquerours through him whe hath 
© Joved you? Do you feare, that when the incenſed world hath yoked a fiery Chariot for 
you, to caryout of the world, that the world, who hate you and hurry you thus off the ſtage, 
_ [Hee the King come, and pave the botrome thereof for you with love > Do you feare, -._, © 
that. while they ſtretch our their hand againſt you, to take away your life , he manifeſt his *'-+-/ 
love, in paring his left hand under your head, and in embracing you with his right? do you "XY 
Fare , That whule your blogg is ſhed , he give convincing Ggaications to all thaz look on , 
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.. © Mminiſcredto the Saints and Sufferersfor Chriſtin Scotland, 23 
ef his ſbe ding abroad his loye in your heart, and thatyour blood is precious in his fight? Aww 

theſe things to be feared , which have been the ambition of many righteous menz yea, _ ® 
and a piece of fogreat honour, as they durſtſcarce even themſelvesto a ſharing in it? Or, hath ** 
he deſerted oneofall the ſufferers? ſee , if you. can ſay it: why then/arc you daunted with © © 
danger * why do you doubt, but he who hath glorified his name in others , will glorifie” © 
itagain , inyou? Nay , did henot moſt fignally defeat the expeQtation of adverſaries» and ' 
out- do the hope of his poor ſervants, by the remarkableneſfle of his affiſtances, given to ſome, 
who were looked upon as ſuch weake wriglings, as they could nor ſtand it out? but how by 
fanding by them , and ſtrengehning them , did he ſtill the enemy and avenger? and how did: 

he, by the marvellous ſupporting of his Grace , perfect praiſe our of the mouth of ſuch babes 

and ſucklings? I may appeale to the conſcience of any preſent at theſe executions, who ſayoure 
-the things of God, and ſaw, under what a ſhining preſence, and with what joy uuſpeakeable 
and full of glory,theſe dying men went our of theworld,and theſe murthered martyrs mounted 
rheir triumphant charriot, 1f they would not, atthat time, upon aſſwance tobe carried of 

the itage , under the ſame {un- ſhine and (weetneſſe, have left all they had in this world , and - 
gone with gladenefſe in their company ,-in to the other world? Ifany one of all that now 
glorified company, had been deſerted, you might be diſcouraged, and ſhrink away, and ſay y 

wh at is our flvength 1 hat we should hope? But, ſince everlaſting armes underneath have been 

ſo viſibly ſeen ſupporting every one , whom he calledro ſuffer, it ſaith nothing, ifit ſay nor 
this, feare none of thoſe things which you ſhall ſuffer : For my grace ſhall be ſufficient for you e © 
nd my ſtrength ſhall be made perfect in your weakenefſe. Therefore, be nor affraid , bur 
approach your duetie with humble confidence and courage, even when death it ſelf is in the 

way and you ſhall finde it withyou,as itwas with thePrieſts, before whom Jordan recoiled ror, 

ril] their feet were within the brink. Waite for your afliftances, and ſupports in the hour of 
conflict , and in that very hour, it ſhall be giyen you : and you put in cale to ſay , when we are 
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-ready to pe't the Philiftims, | 
that followed him hath recorded hts name BT 


Ro 
« 


miſcheife to the enemies of the people af God, athis death , thaninall bis life, ( 
they ſent for him to make themlelves mirry with a fight of his miſery,the Lord he'pe 
Fil cheir ſport) ſo T judge , it is beyond queſtion , with every ſober man, that. 
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” as he hath died defiredkhey who drove it, have , in breathing out rheir craelrieagainit him, 
= brought an indelible ivfamy upon themſelves , and eat-iled npon their poſteritie are A 
== never toberolled away! yea, they have mifſed their marke (o far , .in hiring him; as, I ſe, 
> the moſt confident{coffer, amongſt all thoſe, - who promiſed themſ2lves matter of mirth, by his 
E death, and ſome thing , on which they might breake their jeſt , will be more loath, to heare 
 * Mr Micchels death mentioned, than the death of any of thoſe worthies , that went before him 5 
= Teſt, concerning themſelves, it alſo be remembered , how - - And thus , was that prediction 
fulfilled, with a witneflſe , contrary ro the mind of him , who , in ſaying ſo , did both mock 
and menace at nnce, that God did plorifie himſelf b: Mr Mithels death in the graſſe market : Yea , s 
elorifie himſelfhe did, and glory ro him for having done ſo, Is nor this then) Brethren , heart= E 
comforting and hand ſtrengthening that , all who went off the ſtage , thus died, nnder theſe 
refreſhing manifeſtations,. and raviſhments of ſpirit ; as their enjo; ments w-uld be the meaſure 
of mens deſires, for their own foul, as they were the meaſure of rhe<clefires of theſe dying 
Manyrs, forall the people of God; For , what could rhey wiſh more, or ſeekmore, onthe 
behalfe oftheſe; But, O that it were with them , inall thmgs as it is with us. except , as to this 
ſcaffold! which yet tous , while under theſe manifeRations , is preferable to all the' thrones of the Earth , 
' andthe Pharadiſes and Plea ures, wherein they lrve , who put us to death > Nay , ſo marvel- 
- Jous was the preſence of God , with theſe his dying witneſſes, as I doubt nothing; bur , ſome 
of the enemies, who looked on, and had a hand in ſhediog thar innocent blood , have ſaid 
with themſelves fince, O, let me die the death of th. ſe righteous men, andlet my latter end be like theirs! 
And I much doubt, when deatiz ſhall look the greareſt Deſperado amongſt them , in the r 
face, and he finds himſelf, ready to be dragged before the judgement ſeat of Chriſt - if the 
queſtion were asked him, whether he would have his ſoul now gathered , with the ſouls of 
theſe ſuff:reis ? or, witli their ſouls, who ſhall be brought-in before the T'rivunal, with 
their fingers drop'ng with the bluod of thoſe , whom they killed upon ſuch anaccount , thar he 
would be at any demurre what to choiſe ? 

| Feare not thento follow , Deare Brerhren , ſince you ſee, how honourably the charges of all , 

- that have gone before you, have been borne 3; you have the ſame good God, the ſame Chriſt , 
the fame Siri , theſame caul2 , the ſartne covenanted ſtrength: have therefore the ſame conti- 
denceand courage: as they did , ſodoe you carry , asin nothing terrifted , by your Adverſa« 
ries, which, asit was 1nthem; ſo, jrtwill bein you, anevident token of perdition to your + 
proud and implacableper{-cuters, Bur to you of ſalvation, and that of God. 

-Sufferme, ereI cloſe, to put one drop more inthis cup, to make it cooling (aud rever-the- 
lefſe cordial for that) Endeayour , Dzare Friends, With a Z2alous prudence, whileyou arein 
this fire of fiery tnalls, ro prevent or exſtinouitk the wilde fire of unneceſlare and hurtfull ani« 

 moſities amongfl your ſ-lves, by the flune of ſervent and true love ro God, and one another ; 
= this fire will burne our the other! youfee, the enemy thru ts (ore atyou, that you may fall ; 
= therefore, to the end they may miſle th:ir marke , and you may ſtand faft inthe Lord - ſt and 
+= Cloſe together : I ſhall notenlarge upon cais tead, onely , let me put you in mind of thatno- 
"Gy =Þ ble place to this purpoſe, when the Apoſtle Phzlip. I, (after what he hai ſaid of himſelf V. 20. BY 
=O for a company in caſe to ſay the lik2!) comes to perſuade to a carriaze , ſuch as becometh - 
Ze Golpel , he pirched particularly upon this piece of a Goſpel - becomeing converſation , 
"ar: perſwadstoit: Thar I my beare { faith he ) -=-- that ye ſtand faſt in one Spi it, with one minde, 
——itnving cogetver for the faith of the Goſpel, $5;,, And knoweing well, how much true unitie did 
= NHrengrhen the ſaints, while put to this ſtriving , he dothin the following Cap Viz. c. 2. v, 1, 
£223. with a mervellouſly {weeremphatickneſle , inculcart and commenJ the ſamething, with 
Wen 2 warne varietie of hearr-melting and aftetion-moving words and arguments , as are 
> Hbfici-nt (orn thing can be) to cement, . and ſouder into a ſ4nenefle, the ſouls and aff:tions 
grallfainrs: If there be therefore , ſaith h2 ; any comſolation m Chriſt , if any comfo*t of love , if any 
rehip the ſpirit , if any bowels" and mercies : fullfil y: my { : that you bs like minded , having 
| : 


. ”Y 
= ” * 3 a 9 by . FI . . . . "0 p : % . 2 
ſane dove , being of ons aceard\, of on: mind $4,L:t wthins be dns , through ſtrife , or vain glory 5. 
4 GY & > p bs , G KY L & , Fa : . - | %* _ 2 E - oo ad hn & > 7 Ot "1 & 3 bf Py 
- - — < ” 2h 7 " 4 ow b a Ly , p -_ = 


»* I» 
FE | 
© © 5 


ny La y 
TOE SE 
a+ OC 3007 ET of 


TE 
$730 


4 3G 


IS SES” on {4x 5 
d Reg : - ISP \ , » » i 
by S = yY 


: < ”" 072, * 
. 1 a; 4% _ —_ 
— $43.75 . 0 JS. x of 
fs RR 
=7 —y "oa 
irreda 


y ' 


*+ P c #2 _2 ” , 
a __ a Cs - om." L " —” ” - 
GS ES. a +» Ip AG i. 
A” (F3 : ASTY 1 -”” aa. 
o >, - 
SY TOLL WAILLLD CULIdNIUs - © 
«4 * b. U . 5+ e.T . 


bur #n loivlineſſe of mind , let each eſteem other , better than themſelves : Now what can be ſaidatt: 
rhis? Here you have union nobly. qualified , and arguments powerfully quickening ro pt ſue - 
afterir; O fall aſtriviog therefore , while put toftrive agaioft enemies , who ſhall love God + 
and his precionsinrereſts moſt, and one anorher belt : who fhall be moſt ready ro forbeares © 
2rd to beare one anothers burdens ; that ſo, in fulfilling this lax of Chriſt, all may rhe maye® 
cheerfully beare the Croſſe of Chriſt : have rhere been amongſt you animofities , conreg= "2 
tion » jealoufies, whiſperings, evil ſurmiſeings, &c. (the more 15 the pitie ©) well, thennow® 7 
is the time , toconfirme your love one towardsanoth'r : Now, {et your ſelves to-provoke one 
another, to love, and ro good works: Now ſee, if you, who have diſcourſed , and diſ= F# 
puted your (elvesa ſunder , can pray your ſelves together , and [0 weet inthat bleſſed center: I 
little doubt, if your heart be heaven- hot , in prayinz together , in weeping before God } 
ropether, in wreſtleirg with him rozether 3 but you will walk after the Lord together, in a © 
ſweer zealous fingienefle of frame: when your hearts have been warmely poured out rogether 
before God , a ſpiritual barmonie , and fameneſſe of ſoul , in working the work ofthe Lord , 
will follow uponit: And if my obſervation do nor fail , our contentions never became hors 
till we werecooled and much taken off, frompraying together : Conſider what your enemies 
are doing, driveing, and deſigning; Is it not, to make you fall alunder, that you may not bejables 2 
when ivide.l amongt your ſelves, to ſtand before them? or to withitand them? take that door 3 
ofthem , by ſhuting the door upon them , at witch you ſee they deligneto erte.: and that thai 
accefle may be the more eaſie, they will flatter ſome of you, or forbeare ſome of you , white # 
they fallupon others, that ſothey may 1un down, and ruine all and raze foundations art lait with, -* 
eaſe : Set your ſelvestherefore , with an oneneſle of ſoul and ſhoulder , to defeat this deſperat © 
defignes and in order to the frultratung of the projects of theſe pervuerters of the right wayes 
of God, let union in the Lord , amongſt his ſervantsand people, be {tudied, aid end: avoureds = 
Ler us carry inthisGay , as men of underftan.-iing , who know rhe rimes , and how the true 
Iſraelits of God ought ro behave one towards anoth:r, while the Adverſaries, lye in watt t® 7 
rey upon our divifions { and 1s 1t ſurable - while they gnaſh upon us with theic reeth , that WE. 
ſhould bite and devour one another? or, isit no: more Chriſtian and Chriſt-like , that while we 
ſuffer together , we finile one upon onorker , and ſupport one another ; yea, andifir ſhould: 
come to dying , die embraceing one another ? Ler therefore all uoſuceavle and unſcaſonables 
ftriving aud unbrotherly and unchnitian contending be prevented, or ex{tinguiſhed, « 
they come to a flame: for that 1s fatal. Iris well known, how ſmall a wedge of the {aw 
timber, driven bythe policy of an enemy » eſpecially when1n power, hath made great and. 
grievous breaches, amoryft ſuch, who oncetook ſweet counſel together, and walked to the® 
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houſe of God in company : how frequently, in allagesof the Church , haye th:y carrries away? 
many , firit to a connivance , men ro a compliance ( for he who is once cheated intoz cons 
nivanee » is eafily charmedinto a compliance) withrheir defi.nes , and for-ndered the oppe 

. ftion of the reſt, whoftoo! and withltood , lefſe fignificanr, Ler us therefore be wile 3, et 
us rake notice of the Adverſaries {trata-ems , whoſe maxime 15 Dzvide © impera; And in 
this tiey are ſo cunniny , and cloſs ; as fomerime they can perſonat a divition among it them 
ſelves, that they may the more certainly eiſectuat ir, amon..Ht us; which, when 1t comes 1oÞ8 
1t hath ever deplorable and diſmal eff-&s: For, there is ever a fad and certain connexto 1.0 
ved, betwizt a dividing time in the Church, and a farther departure from the truth, and al 
perſecution of rhoſe , whocleave to God and his truth , with purpoſe of heart, Burke 
I know , the greateſt pretenders to what is now pleaded for, and perſuaded unto , are real 
greateſt enemiesto that union an : concord, inrended by the >pirit of God; And.to the endl 
themſelves may be applauded , in their not ftrivings , as becomes , for thetruth 3 they's: 
all men , are woſt realy torepreſent ſuch as doe, asfire brandsand Church renders. -# 
therefore, let none miltake what love to union, amongſt all the ſerious ſeryants of }, 
Chrift , in ſuch a day , bath cauſed me ro0rop ,, as if thereby » Idid in'endto plead fors 

 perſpade.unto , an union, with adiſadyagtage ro the precious ruth of God , andyhe (8 
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tereſt of the Goſpel, or did infinuat, in orger topeact ard union , either an approbation of 
tor. bearance of dutic, in its proper ſeaſon, or of taking ſuch courſes , as in regaird of 
= Circumſtances may be conſtrued, a compliance with the men, who have made themſelyes,and 
> the Nation, guiltie before God of this high tranſgreſſion, co wit, of deſtr cying what rhey once 
* built, and buildipg againe what they deſttoyed: whar ? ſhall we leave any thing undone, or 
= *ſhallwedoanything , uuder whar ſpectous pretext [oever, thar may ſeem ro lay, We have 
” faid,a confederacy to ivch,who call us to a confederacy,after God had inſt1uGted us with a ſtrong 
hand , notto ſay ſo, ſince that confederacy will be found a eo ſpiracy againſt him ? thould we 
Joine again with the perſons of theſe abominations , and breake his covenant ? would he nor 
be angry with us till he had conſumed us 2 The woe upon woe, and math upun wrath which was 
denounced againſt Scotland, by agreat Seer, and eminently faithful Maſter-builder amongſt us 
upon the apprehenſion of a relapſe into a compliancewith the haters of the Lord and the work 
of reformation, whereto he preceived a propenſion, and ſaw ſthe Nation begun already to 
be leavened with the dieadful leaven of Apoftaſie, 15 lo ſadly accompiiſhed upon us, that, 
unleſſe we be a people devoted to ruine and utter deft ruction,we will learne fromwhat is paſt, 
to fland aloof, and ſtop our eares, at the Syren-iongs of thoſe, who pipe to us, that we may 
dance a compliancewith them , in theirbreach of covenant with the moſt High , and ſecure 
them into, aquier poſſeffion of all, which they have taken from our bleſſed Lord Jeſus Chriſt: 
for,this is the ſubſtance and ſenſe of this now prefied Boud, and theſe newly required Lamwbor- 
rowers, Oifever there was a day, to be unite in Crying » unite our hearts to feare thay glorieus 
' and fearefull name , the Loyd our Ged; If ever there was a day to be unite in watching, in 
ſtanding faſt in the faith , in quiting our ſelves like men , this is that day! when theſe Gog- 
” provoking courſes are carried on, and our compliance and concurrence therein required! O}, 
$.now,when there js ſuch a combination againſt the Chriſt ofGod,ſuch an oneneſle iu oppoſeing 
- His Anointed, lerus ſtudie an union, in abiding with him, in owning im , as King, and 
Supreme! ler us continne with him,in theſe remprations, and contend for him; let us contend 
with one another (for that confirmstrue union) to excite to this contention: Letus ſtudie and 
* promove onenejſein wa'king in the good old way, without turning aſide to the right hand or to 
 thelefr; becauſe of the lion thatis in it, aud without layirg other foundations, in whole 
= Or in part, than what were Jaid: Let us not diſorder theſe foundations, nor pick a tone out of 
= that beautiful tabrick,and then put our inventionupon the rack,to forge a conſiſtency betwixr 
& Jome ceſlions- ro the adverſary, old principles» and finde oura way , how to go ſome 
= Jength wich them , or h:w not ro oppoſe them , while they with ſo high a hand overrurn the 
2 work of God, and yer retain our integritie, and fet off this our novel invention to our 
b Brethren, with the embrode:i ie, and vermilion of uuton; and think, tnere 1s ſufficient oround, 
& to callall dividers, and ſtigmarize them as \uch , who will not, with us, gaude about, to 


as. 


hs 


@ Change their way , and lay as much weight upon our notions , and darke , yea beni hting 
.E ifttngoer,as we do. Ler us ſtudie an 01:exefſe 1n promoving the oppoſed work of God ( & las! 
under the pretence of beirgunite amongſt our ſelves, we were charmed , and chained, into a 

drbearance of many things, in their proper ſeaſon » which may, and ought, to iend us 
burning to our grave; and keepa cloſs union, between ſorrow and our ſoul, ri]l death make 
orce betweenſoul and body )let us ſtudie an #nenefſe in endeayouring ſome thing,tofignifie 
Horrow and ſhame, for the ground which we haveloft,and the adyamtage the Adver ſary,by 
Haintings bath got, :otr- mple upon, and triumph over our caſe: An oneneſſein ſeeking. of 
da right way , by faſting and prayer 3 not daring to liſten unto» ruſh upon, or receive 
Fours without conſultingGod,fince the concerne is his; and communing with our brethren, 

not onely equaily concerned, but countenanced of God, in their endeavouring to hold faſt 
Nelr inregritic » and hold on in the good old way. Ler us ſtugican onenefſe, inr emembnng 
Mmence we have fallen, and in admoniſhing, andbeing content to be admoniſhed; leſt we be 
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the Saints and Sufferers for Chriſt in Scotland, 3 

Let theſe be the men ,, whoſe practice we propoſe as a patern for imitation, whoſe carriageat- - 
alongs , whoſe conſtancy in the cauſe-, whoſe courage in continuing at the work of the > 
Lord , when hazard did arrend dutie, {poke them , to hate the way of them who turne aſides” 
And let us nor count that the making of a breach , to forſake { for then we count withour © 

God, and have not the mind of Chriſt) any, or not 10 fall in with them, and follow them in - -: 
that, wherein they forſake the way of God, and ceaſe to be what they were, and begin tobe, * 
whar once they were not, and to doorleav- undone, what they Condemned , as 4efefionor 
detaftavl: neutraiiiie, Itisa great abuſe of linguage (co give itthe belt name) ro put thename, ' 
or notion of union , -upon that, which, 1: ſearched to the bottome , would make it appeare, 
that1n this che uniters are rather dividers from the Lord, thao endeavourers to keep the un 

tie of the ſpirit, in the bond of peace?! It wasner againſt this union nor inconſiſtent with it;for 
Paul to withitand Peter to the face, when he ſaw.that he walkea not uprightly,according to the 
truth of the Goſpel, and when his way had carried away others , into a diflimulation: 

If God have ſaid , if any mandraw back , my joul $hall havens pleaſure in him; Let never our 
ſoul enter into their ſecrets, who would ſeduce us» intoa relinquifhing of the cauſe, or 
into a conniveance even at a diſcovered propenſion to that , in others : let us ſtudie the ims 
port of the place above a:'\duced ; ro wit, a ſtanding fait in one ſpi:it, with one mind, 
ttriving together, for the faith ofthe Goſpel; ftriving and ſtanding up rogether for thoſe 
things , in the faich whereof, we profelled our ſelves fixed , beyond the unfixings of” 
contrary Laws, execute with all crueſtie : nay , for the faith, which we our ſelves dzlivered 
to the Saints , and for which , we ſho4ld contend with all fleſh; rhough for that, we ſhould 

| be counted 5chijmatichs, and men of Contention, with the whole carth. There was an Union 
amongſt the Diſciples , when they all forſooke him and fled. Olertus beware ! and have a 
care , leſt, while we cry up and commend union amongſt our ſelves, that, in keepingone 
another company, we leave nor Chriſt yerus: our Lord and maſter, to walk alone. Unitie 
amoneſt brechren is a v«ry defireable thing : (and the Lord will require it at his hand, 
who endeavours it not, inhis way ) but, there 15a Zewel, ot infinit more value , onenefſe 
with God , and onenejje with anu 1n the truth : and if our puriuings of the one be not. 
minded» init's juſt ſubordination unto, and for the promoving ofthe other, ir loſes it's 
intrinſick value; and becomes a plague; and thus, that which ſhould have been for onr wel>* 
fare , 1s made our trap: Let union amoglt brethren be accounted the ring never to be = 
broken ; bur let union in the truth, and with God, be coured the Rubie and Diamond : if © 
this be loſt , our union loſeth it's name , and chanyeth it's nature , and paſſeth with him, fer 
a Conſpiracy : and ſo -ſhould1edo with us, 't his oaght to be our firſt care , yea and next care > 
too» how to keep him company , and tocontinueſtedialt and immoveable, abounding inthe ; 
work of the Lord; and 1f herein our t-llovy tervants deſert us, or our brethren be others 
vyiſe minded, .yervve muit goon, hoping and praying that God vy1ll reveal the ſame thing? 
to them, and grant them, to be 11ke minded vvith us, according to Chitt Jeius,zif vue has 
attained to clearnefle in dutie : and hereby the vvay, I mult ſay, though I hate and abhof& 
r2th courſes, and | hope vvould no: ftand wo condemne 1n my ſelf, as vvellas tn othe. $, @ 
runing upon, andruſhing into untroden paths ; yet God hath made ou: vvay ſo plaine of ol 
as the vvay-faring man though atool, needs noterzeinit: theſeare no novel:ies or notionsy 
theſe are no new and darke tings we have to contend for. Is Covenant keeping. wit 
Goda diſpurable point ! Is it dobiful , wherhex Chriſt be abſolut in his own houſe ! oral 
it under debate , whether he i5 to be obeyed, rather than men! Andrraely , of lare , rhe® 
courſe and carriage of our enemies , lodirectly oppoſite to th2 wayes of God, hath left na® 
place for doubring abour dutie , if we be but delivered from feare of dangzr» Ifthen, I ſay, 
we have attained unto clearnefle in datie » letus ſhut our eyes uponall dangers, difficulties. 
& diſcouragements, wg the unclearneſle or reluftancy of Brethren, yeaof Farhe we 
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 egloured, which would foreſlow u$; in following and ſerving him. If we muſt deſert, 
” acdbedeſerted of others, for doing ſo; O then, burthe preſence of God appearing with, and 
* "For them, who in ſuch circumſtances appeare for him, as it hath, ſoit will make up, ro 
the fatisfation of ment ſouls and ſenſes, the want of other company ? Paul's notwithſtanding, 

- madeall odds even: It was no reproach to Athanaſius , that it wasſaid of him , unus Athanafi- 

As contra totum mundum ; But tkat which hath perperuat his renown, and made his name ſavourie 
roall the lovers of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; nor ſhall it be to any , -who walk inthe ſame Spirit, 

who walk in the ſame ſteps. 

And to this union ofhearr amongſt your ſelves, ſuffer me to append this word : Lerthere 
be a communion of all good things am-ngft you alſo , for ſupelying the wants and receſlities 
of your ſuffering brethren: Oughr you in ſome caſes to ay down your lives for the brethren; 
then I pray ſuch , who ſhut their eyes that they may nor open theſr hands ro' miniſter to their ne- 

- Ceffiities, to think how they $hall anſwer that queſtion, when puttothcm (for put to everyone, 
and more particularly ro all that have a profetiion of love ro Chriſt inthe Nation, it shall be ) 
X Fob. 3: 17. it may be ſome of vou have much raken from you, and {orhink your felf exempred, 
Þut have you morethen what is fmply neceſſare ( and in this God will be judge, who will cur 
off all your ſuperfluities out of reckoning ) for the preſent ſupport of your {elves , while others 
have nothing ? then conſider the place 2 Cor. 8: 1,2, 3. &c. for I cannor enlarge; nay read 
that whole Chapter and the next; and the confidera:ton of what the Holy Ghoſt hath there 
faid , if any of his words have weight with you, mult powerfully perſwade to this dutie: 
remember what is ſaid of the believers Acts 2. from ver. 41. &c. and conſider what the patitie 
of the caſe pleads. Bur I may not inſiſt (yea, anddarel ſay , I hopeitis needlefle?) onely let 

' me aske you what you would do for Chriſt himſelf, if he were fo deatt with ? Then confider 
the place Math. 25:0. 35. and fee how he reckons, and reckon that he will recken with 

og 1n that day, according to that reckoning, and your Carriage inthis. I hope, this one 
place for all, if ever you look tro have a place with him ; and ſuffer meto leave you with a 
delire ro conlider that place alſo Heb. 13. and if you will cxmpare what is ſaid of that great 
dntie of ſuffering for Chrift v. 13. and of that high darie of praifing God v. 15. and compare 

& Wwhar is ſaid of both , with whatis faid of rhe dutie now perlwaded to v. 1s and you will both 

=. know whatisto be done , and carry as believing , he is not unrighteous to foryer the work and 

= labour of love of {uch , who miviſter to the neceſlitic ofrhoſe , who for his names ſake haye 
<= deen ſpoiled of all ; Onely perſwzade your felves, Gods taking particular notice of the car- 
> Tape of every manand woman in Scorland this day 3 and accordinyl as he obſerves, he will 

b-- pepay ; he that ſowerh ſparingly $hall reap ſparingly , and hethar ſeweth bounrifully shall reap 
2 © bountifuliy. 

Lv all chi up all, in anſwering two Queſtions bricfly : Firſt, w3a? now chou!d be our carftage 
| _ reference toenemies® Secondly , what may be our hope of a delwvery from them ? 

LE To the firſt 1 fay shortly , ler us be moved. out of co npatiion ro th ir pre-jous ſouls, 
It, to pray much forchem : While rhey ſtrerch torthrheir hands a2 14it you, ftudie ye 
this bleſſed revenge of good will : Liſt up your heart, with your han's, unto God in the 

eavens , on their behalſe; that the ſpirit of repentance may be giver them : Do this, and 

ul 1 his law , whoſe injundion itis , pray for them that deſ we fully uſe you , and perſecute you © 
may be, there are ſome of the elect, (o far left at preſent, as to run alony ii vitl: this 
oarle', pray , that theſe may be reclaimed : and however , it will afford you much ſweer 
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e Ce, to have this Teſtimony , that , whilerhey 11 rage and malitious rancour , were pur- 
Z2uDpg you to heavens gates, vou, in love and compaſiion to their fouls , endeayouredrto cry 
- 'T F im ro catch them ; and carry them in with you, to the fruition ofhim{elf,. and ro [hare with 
you, inthe glory tobe revealed: And moleh. asto them , you shou!d not preyail;. yer, be- 


> tides that your prayer hall be ſer forth before bim as Incenſe , it Shall returne ines your own 
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expect his approbation, and countenance: Frft, as the moſt propter mean, ro convince them 
of their wickednefſe; This now, ſeems to be the moſt proper Teſtimony , againſttheir way, 
to ſtand at ſuch diſtance from them. Secondly , as the alone expedient, how to preſerve our 
ſelves free from all compliances with them , and in good termes with [eſus Chrift : for, ſeing 

it is his preſence we now need, it is ſure beſtpolicy, to beware of fining hin- out of ſoul or 
figbe , by touching wich thar , which is ſoul hates , and for which his ſoul will be avenged; : 
Thirdly, this is the way, to preſerve unitie amongſtthe remnant: do we not know., that their © 
dainties are decei: ful meat? do we not know , that their moſt ſeemin2ly tender mercies ares 
really keen crueltie? do they offer vs any thing, that looks Itke a favour but upon defigne, that 
they may more cetrainly ruine the work of God, by our diviſions abour it* I sball give butrwb - 
inſtances, ro evidence what their purpoſesare, in thetr treatings with us. Thefirſt I had from 

a great man, now inglory, who had it from the mouth of that Nob/e Man, who then wasadtive 
above all others, in bringing the Indulgence firſt upon the ſtage ( 1 abftra&t wholly, fromthe 
thing itſelf , for that is nor my buſineſſ now , to ſay either $006 orill of it; 1onely intend 
here ro diſcover , what they deſfigne by their favours) when he ſaid tro him , what my Loid ine 


zendyou by this Indulgence > and , what do you think 10 game by it ? if , ſaid that Noble Man, 'we 2: 
g4'ne no more. we challcertainly gaine this , It shall ſeparate betweenthe made cape , and the moderar pa E 


natichs ( 1 give it inthe yery words, wherein I hadit) this was plaindealing indeed, anda pz 
pable diſcoyerie of the deſperatneſſe of thedefigne : A ſecond Inſtance is this , when that work * - 
of darknefle, our Supr-macy, was brought to light, rothe end, we Should not, according rothe*:2 
merit ofthe cauſe, beallarmed and givethe all arme ( which its like from the knowledge. of onr + 
principles , their conſcience indited to be our dutie) ſome were fer on work, ro whiſper us 
Into the eare, and mumble usinto a mvtneſſe, that we s$hould not ment, ner whimper, 
the fight ofthis prodigious monſter; though , for tace andfearure, an oppoſition ro Chrilias: 
King beyond what ever had ap-eared upon the ſtage: But why forſooth muſt we be lens 
O! becauſe favour to the fanaticks is bereby intended. for , whar ever appeared at brimes* 
there was ſome ſpecial advantage to them, at botrome: The lefieping, of the Epiſcopal power 
which did ſo lash the fanaticks, andthe curbing of their crueltie, was intended : By which 7 
means , they we:e ſure, tharlo many , asthey could fool intorhis fanſie , or pleaſe with this 2 
»?1bing , orit anything , the moſt wicked of all chings, would not onely divide, and be dis 
vided from their brectren ; But they knew very well alſo, rhat the mire ſeeirg and ſerious: 
ſervants of Chriſt , who adhered to former principles , would count themſelves called af 
God, ro look upon ſuch , what ever names they aflume to rhemſelves, as manifeſt delerrens 
of the cauſe of the Church of Scotland , and betrayersofit. And for my own part , how ml 
To everI am for union; yer, I ſcruple nor to ler the world know, that be who he will; thaw 
beaten his brains, rosnape a beautiful maske, for hiding the hell- blakenefle of thi: mani 
face, which should be the abhotrence of all that love our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in finc-rixieq; 
bath trained hiswirt , ropur a ſvfferabie ſenſe, upon a Supremacy , whereby- our Lord 

again to ſuffer: I ſay, Iſcruplenor, rolet che world know, that this 1s the Echo of my ſoul # 
him, orthem; O let never my ſoul enter into the ſecrets of that man! & letthim (who while beg: 

4 . _kekstd cile the eyes of others, be wrayeth this ſecret, he 1s no Seer: nay tharſome Bingt 

_ put into hiseye ; Ishall notfay, whoſe ir is). never be the man of my councel nay , exam 

by © Tervarts, and8ll the people ofGod , ftand aloof from him , and; hig-whiſperings, . boca 

F © Jnficad ofbeiog incaſe to give Wholſome adviſe,” as one who fRandy'in his maſters Comn 
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_ 5 The poor Man's Cup of cold Waters - ©- O07 
He will , by his palliatings and perverſe murterings , ſeduce, peryerc, and enſnare : his breath = 

# -w1l be. contagious, fince his ſpeech muſt bewray him, to have the- botch ofthe Coure - Creed” 
> running uponhim. Hence Fourthly , I muſt profeſle ( and I defirero ſay it asin the preſence 
= of God, andas writing that which I muſt carry-#n, in my hand, before the Tribunal of Chriſt: 
+ - What ever prejudice should be taken up, againſt the ſpeaker, or the thing ſpoken) thar ic paſſeth 
- the ken of my poorshallow capacitie » after all the diſcoveries , the enemies have made of the 

| defperatneſſe of their defigne, how, by all poſſible means, and malicious methods, to ruine the / 
-  workof Gol, andafier the Mediators Crown is ſo formally ſet upon the head of another , 
” and all that is now done. anddriven, indeftroying the remnant, is in orderto the eſtablish= 
- ment of chat invaſion of his Crown , and Scepter , what addrefſe is poffible to 
* be made to him, who is thus ſet down , in the Mediators .Charir of State , and weares 
+his Crown in our fight, without fin: exceptirbe, totell , we can make none : orto beſeech 

Þ To forbeare to perſecute the -ediarors Ambaſſadours, who muſt continue to preach rhe 
- - Goſpel , by vertue of their Commiſſion: Yea, who dare not thiok of appearing before 
Chriſt > withour having given ſuch a Teftinony of their reſentment of the uſurpation 
'of th:ir Maſters Throne, and Scepter : and who dare never preſent themſelyes ro God, 
without doing the equivalent of -ſpreading that Supremacy before him; and praying , thar 
he would rake unto him his great power and reigne , and pofſeſle himſeif again of his 
00 ' hrone, and, diſpoſleling theſe who have uſurped it, shew his zeal for his Prerogative 
Royal: And, how ſuch adeclaration bzfore men, and ſuch dealing with Gol, can conſiſt 
with addreſſes to hem, in Church matters, who haye taken to thewſelves his houſe in pof- 
ſeſſion and yer be free from all compliance with , counrenancing of, and conniveance at , 
that great wickedneſſe, I ſee not: AndI hope never to ſee with his eyes, who ſaith, he 
E fees it. They have now ſtared the quirrel clearly for us: And, as ever we. would have 
* Chrtcoftan4beus, and ftand up to pl-ad this own cauſe, when weare not able to-withſtand 
= the pow-r of the enemy, let us ſtand by him, and ſtand alof from them. As we haye 
+ - either. hoof nor hairto part with, in this matter; ſo we have nothing to ſeek from any , 
"that ics in our Maſters chair of ſtate. God forbid , that ever we should be ſeento bow or beg 
before chem , while chey fir there! how ever, when weare paſſive, w2 may make uſe of 

& whar libertie is given ; yer, 1t1s our ſafetie, it ts our peace, itisthe intereſt ofthe Goſpel, - 
and for che glory of our exalted Prince, to abſtaine from ſeekinzs, and reccivings "Ei 
+ thoſe, who ffand in ſuch termes of oppoſition to him. Asto the ſecond queſtion : \What hopes 
we may entertain of a Dzlivery , from our perſecuters? Firit , I ſay, there is nothing in my 
2 Jodpement , which can deliver me ,+or any who confiders the nature of our National revolt, 
Zr all ics God - provoking circumſtances, and how deeply every oneis guiltie, from bim , 
E Who licterh upon the throne, to him who grindeth behinde the mill : and. how this fin is now 

Zdecome the fin of the Nation; whereby the whole is made a curſe, without medirarin 
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-- © May not thatholyperemptorinefſe, inthe juſt and jealous God , where ſed ro 
importuned 'by luch a ſervant , make us, in remembrance of what we have unworthily 
done, and left undone, very ſober, in our expeRations , and fikent, rhough heſhould cauſe © 
us fall in the wilderneſſe , and make our death prevent the dawning of that bleſſed , and de- © 
frable day ? O that we could, inthe mean time, learne at thar holy man , tobe ſolicicitous; © 
ho» ro tranſmit pure ordinances, to the poſteritie, aswe ſee he was 3 tharif we muſtgooff |} 

. theſtage, yet we may liveand die , witneſſing, how defirous weare, that God may begrear? 
amonglt the poſteritie, wh-n we are gone: And, that an example of wirnefling tor our wrongs" 
ed Lord and Maſter , may betranſmited ro thoſe who ſhall ſucceed ; withal warning then, - 
that they doe not follow our example , wherein we have not contended yalianr'y., for Chriſt, ** 
and the intereſt of his Crown. y 4 

Secondly , I cannor forbeare to ſay, that , if1n the ſoveraignitie of his Grace , he ſhould ©: 
oout of the common roade of his ordinary providence , and make the delivery come in our ©: 
yes; Yer, Iamſure, (atleaſt I may fayir, as to my ſelf) aſoberreflexion upon whatwe - 
have been and done, may make us feare+ that we ſhall have no other intereſtsin1t, burto be . 
SpeRators :- And thatifhe make uſe of inſtruments, ir ſball be of ſuch , ( how few ſoever_, * 
how baſe and fecklefle ſoever, before men , how weake and witleſle ſoever). as are free of 
what my ſelf, and many are gutltie of; And with whom there hath been a fire of zeal for 
God, witneſſed by their faithful forwardnefle , while , with my {elt and others , rhere was .. 
ſcarce the ſmoaking of aflaxe: Though yer: he may graciouſly condeſcend, even ro make our 
hair grow againe, & ſo make uſe of or hands about his work, and put us in caſe, ts ſhake our. 
ſelves, ashis Servants have done at other times. : | 4 
Yer Thirdly, tothe end the poor People of the Lord may not be frighted, norFaintedints. -: 
2 deſpondency 3 let me adde this : Thar deliveranceto the people of God, in his own time&#® 
way, and manner, (which | leave vvholly ro Himſelf): and thar a great and glorious one, tha © 
come: And this is no lefſe certain, than that I:hon4b cannor fail ro eſtabliſh the Throne ofhig% 
Anointed: Nay, if all the Kings of the Earth ſhould agree amongſt themſelves, roſerx p'© ne - 
Monarch,& inveſt him, with the power of our Supremacyzyet all the povver they could mal ce, 
managed vvith all the Policy in hell,or out of ell, ſhould not be able, to ſetle thas Crovyniups: 
on the Head of that Mortal ; Bur , the Immortal God ſhould , with the omniporent Pe Cre 
his right arme, ſhake that Ulurper out of his feat, and ſetle the Throne of his Anointed npon 
the ruine of his Adverſaries. Hath he ſaidirt > hath he fworne it 2 and ſhall not the Zea 
Jehovah performe it > Hath:Chriſt bought his Crown and Scepter, with his Blood? andhatl 
he ſucharittle and right to it ? And bath heall power in Heaven andin Earth ,* forſec 168 
himſelf inthe poſſeſſion of his purchaſe? And ſhall any mortal offer to mount his HFom! 
Shall any mortal offer to ſtripe him of this Glory , pull the Crown from his Head , andely 
; himſelf with the ſpoils of the Mediator's honour , and be able to keep himſeif,, in polleſſig 
— * >. of whar he hath taken from the Son of God? Ovyain attempt ? Lertthem anſwer theſe: 2th 
- = 4ns, purunto them Pſal. 2: verſ. 1,2. and read their doom , Verſ, 4,5, O! the Mg 
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692 ey | lothed withſhame)++& ſerring char Crown with pure gold, upothit Head: - 


Soo) that, as their rage and violence,” 1n this late invaſion made upon you, in purſucange of IF 
45 final ſetlement of themſelves , in the pofſeflion of whaz they have. 2% 
$4) ne 20d overthrow of all, whoſe way ſpeakes the lcaft of r& *\ 
ww hath been an high tranſportof rage, whereby they have -* 
—_ fLawand Reaſon : SoT haveas little doubt, bux 
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ng akerall your forrovyesand ſufferings, preſent you faultleſle, bes 


Ss Glory \'yvich exceeding joy : Pray for 
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i: our poor FPetwiſher and Companion in Tribulation. - . 
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